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I am a NSW resident and veterinarian who cares deeply about the protection and welfare of 
Australia’s unique native wildlife. Native animals are an irreplaceable part of our natural heritage 
and ecosystems, and I believe we have a responsibility to ensure they are treated humanely and 
managed ethically. I am making this submission because I am deeply concerned about the scale 
and cruelty of harm being legally inflicted on protected native animals under the current “Licence 
to Harm” system. 

 

My concerns about the current system - 

Every year in NSW, hundreds of thousands of native animals are trapped, shot, or poisoned under 
licences issued by the government. In 2023 alone, 657,203 native animals were authorised to be 
harmed in NSW — more than in any other Australian state. Since 2017, almost 1.9 million native 
animals have been killed under these permits. This includes kangaroos, wallabies, wombats, 
possums, and countless bird species. 

 

These animals are not pests by choice; they are wild animals simply trying to survive in their natural 
habitat, which is increasingly fragmented and degraded. Many of those killed are mothers with 
dependent young, resulting in prolonged suffering and orphaned juveniles left to die. Practices 
such as shooting, trapping, and poisoning are inherently cruel and often cause severe pain and 
distress. 

 

I am also extremely concerned by the lack of transparency and independent oversight associated 
with the licence system. There appears to be minimal monitoring of how licences are used, whether 
conditions are complied with, or the true welfare impacts on animals. The public is largely unaware 
of how widespread and poorly regulated this system is, and this undermines trust in wildlife 
governance. 

 

The current approach fails to meet community expectations around humane treatment, 
accountability, and evidence-based wildlife management. It also ignores the availability of non-
lethal alternatives that could reduce conflict without causing unnecessary suffering. 

 

What I want to see changed 

I urge the NSW Government to: 

*End the routine killing of native animals as a default wildlife management tool 

*Significantly improve transparency, data collection, and independent oversight of all licences to 
harm 

*Make humane, non-lethal management strategies the default approach, using killing only as a 
genuine last resort 

*Promote coexistence through education, habitat protection, wildlife-friendly farming and land-
use practices 

*Ensure the welfare of every individual animal is protected, particularly mothers with dependent 
young 

*Invest in research and implementation of non-lethal solutions that address human–wildlife 
conflict without persecution 



 

NSW has an opportunity to lead the nation in ethical, science-based wildlife management that 
reflects modern values and genuine respect for native animals. 

 

Closing 

Thank you to the Committee for the opportunity to make this submission and for reviewing the 
current “Licence to Harm” system. I sincerely hope this review results in stronger protections, 
improved oversight, and a shift toward compassionate, non-lethal coexistence with native wildlife. 
Our native animals deserve far better than the level of harm currently permitted in their name. 


