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Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am writing as someone who cares deeply about native animals and the places they belong. I 
believe our wildlife has intrinsic value, not just for the ecosystems they sustain, but because they 
are sentient beings with their own lives, families and needs. Like many people, I was shocked to 
learn how widespread and poorly regulated the current licences to harm system is in New South 
Wales. 

 

My greatest concern is that cruelty is being framed as “management”. Shooting, trapping and 
poisoning cause fear, pain and prolonged suffering, yet are routinely authorised even when non-
lethal options exist. Mothers are killed while caring for dependent young, leaving joeys and chicks 
to starve or die unseen. Once a licence is issued, there is little independent oversight or 
transparency about what actually happens, how many animals are harmed, or whether welfare 
requirements are met. This falls well short of what the community expects from a modern, humane 
system of governance. 

 

I want to see a clear shift away from lethal control and toward compassionate, evidence-based 
approaches that prioritise coexistence. Non-lethal management should be the default, supported 
by education, habitat protection, wildlife-friendly fencing and better planning. Native animals 
deserve enforceable welfare protections, independent monitoring, and full public transparency 
around licensing decisions. Practices that cause extreme suffering should be banned outright, not 
managed through exemptions. Decisions must also properly respect First Nations knowledge, 
cultural values and responsibilities to Country, as outlined in the inquiry’s terms of reference. 

 

This inquiry is a vital opportunity to bring a hidden system into the light and to reset our 
relationship with wildlife. I hope the Committee will recommend strong reforms that protect 
animals, support coexistence, and reflect compassion, accountability and respect for life. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission and for considering the voices of those who 
want a kinder future for native animals. 


