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Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am making a submission to oppose the NSW “licences to harm” framework that enables the 
killing and injury of native animals. I volunteer in wildlife rescue, and I see the consequences of 
these decisions firsthand regarding preventable trauma, prolonged suffering, displaced dependent 
young, and avoidable conflict between people and wildlife. 

 

I do not support culling as a management approach. In my view, issuing permits to kill native 
animals normalises lethal control, creates a moral hazard where killing becomes the practical 
option, and undermines investment in evidence based non-lethal solutions that reduce conflict 
over the long term. The current framework also raises serious concerns regarding animal welfare 
outcomes, the treatment of dependent young, and the transparency of decision making. 

 

I urge the Committee to recommend reforms aligned with the following priorities: 

 

1. Make non-lethal management the standard 

NSW should shift decisively to prevention and coexistence. Permits to kill native animals should 
be phased out and replaced with a clear, non-lethal conflict management framework that prioritises 
practical measures such as exclusion, deterrence, husbandry changes, improved waste/food 
management, and habitat-based strategies. 

 

2. Strengthen protections for native animals and dependent young 

Policy should explicitly protect dependent young and family groups. Where human activity creates 
conflict through habitat loss, fragmentation, food attractants, or poor land use, government 
response should focus on fixing drivers of conflict rather than eliminating wildlife. 

 

3. Invest in genuine coexistence 

NSW should fund and support landholders, councils, and communities to implement non-lethal 
strategies, including education, access to specialist advice, and incentives for wildlife friendly 
infrastructure. Habitat protection and restoration should be treated as core conflict prevention. 

 

4. Transparency and independent oversight 

The public should be able to see how and why licences are issued, what species are targeted, what 
outcomes occur, and what compliance actions are taken. Independent oversight is essential to 
ensure decisions are evidence based, humane, and publicly accountability. A phaseout plan should 
be reported publicly, with clear milestones and measurable reductions in harm. 

 

5. Education and a culture of compassion. 

Longterm solutions require community education that normalises coexistence and equips people 
with practical tools. NSW policy should reflect that native animals are part of our shared natural 
heritage and deserve meaningful protection rather than being treated as expendable when conflicts 
arise. 



 

Thank you for considering my submission. I ask the Committee to recommend a system that ends 
routine lethal control, strengthens protections for wildlife, and invests in practical coexistence so 
conflict is prevented rather than “managed” through killing. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beau Jackson 


