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Dear Committee Members, 

 

Please accept this submission from Envoy Foundation to the Inquiry into the use of licences to 
harm native animals. As an organisation committed to environmental stewardship and the humane 
treatment of wildlife, we strongly oppose the current "Licence to Harm" system in New South 
Wales and urge the Committee to recommend systemic, compassionate reform. 

 

Our Core Concerns 

 

The current licensing system is an outdated and inhumane approach to wildlife management that 
is failing both animals and the public. 

 

- Scale and Cruelty of Lethal Methods: The system authorises the killing of vast numbers of native 
animals, with permits authorising the harm of over 657,203 native animals in 2023 alone. Lethal 
methods such as shooting, trapping, and poisoning cause immense and often unmonitored 
suffering, including the secondary harm to dependent young. 

- Lack of Accountability and Transparency: There is insufficient independent oversight and a 
persistent lack of public reporting regarding the application, compliance, and welfare outcomes of 
these licences. This opacity allows cruelty to continue unchecked. 

- Failure to Prioritise Coexistence: The default reliance on lethal control methods ignores the 
availability and efficacy of humane, non-lethal strategies, which are essential for long-term, ethical 
coexistence between humans and wildlife. 

 

Recommendations for Reform 

 

The Envoy Foundation urges the Committee to recommend the following changes to establish a 
robust and compassionate framework for native animal protection: 

 

- Move Towards Non-Lethal Management: End the routine use of lethal control and mandate that 
all wildlife management decisions prioritise and invest in non-violent, evidence-based alternatives, 
such as wildlife-friendly fencing, habitat restoration, and educational programs. 

- Strengthen Legal Protections: Enact enforceable welfare laws that afford native animals the same 
level of protection from cruelty as companion animals, with an outright ban on practices that inflict 
extreme suffering, such as night-shooting and leg-hold traps. 

- Mandate Transparency and Independent Oversight: Establish an impartial body to review all 
wildlife management decisions and require the regular public reporting of all licence applications, 
decisions, and enforcement data to ensure full accountability. 

- Protect Mothers and Dependent Young: Explicitly incorporate protections for family groups and 
dependent young into all legislation and management protocols, recognising the intrinsic right of 
native animals to live safely on the land. 

 



Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this critical inquiry. We look forward to a swift 
shift toward a system based on compassion, transparency, and genuine coexistence. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Envoy Foundation 


