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Introduction 

I am an Australian who deeply values our native wildlife and the responsibility we share to protect 
it. Australia’s animals exist nowhere else on Earth. They are not pests, commodities or 
inconveniences — they are sentient beings who belong to this land and whose survival is integral 
to healthy ecosystems and to our national identity. 

I am making this submission because I am profoundly disturbed by the scale, secrecy and cruelty 
of the NSW “licence to harm” system. What is presented as wildlife “management” is, in practice, 
the routine authorisation of suffering and death on an industrial scale. 

Concerns with the Current System 

The current licensing framework allows the legal killing, injuring and poisoning of protected native 
animals, often for reasons of convenience or economic interest, even where non-lethal alternatives 
exist. In 2023 alone, more than 657,000 native animals were authorised to be harmed under these 
licences in NSW — more than any other Australian jurisdiction. Since 2017, almost 1.9 million 
animals have been killed under this system. 

These are not abstract numbers. They represent kangaroos shot at night, wombats poisoned in 
their burrows, possums trapped, birds killed en masse, and countless dependent young left to 
starve or die slowly after their mothers are killed. The welfare implications are severe and 
unavoidable. 

The system is characterised by: 

Minimal oversight once licences are issued 

Little to no independent monitoring of compliance or animal suffering 

Poor transparency and limited public reporting 

Inadequate consideration of non-lethal alternatives 

Insufficient protection for dependent young 

Lack of meaningful First Nations consultation 

This framework fails both wildlife and the community’s expectation that animals will be treated 
humanely and responsibly. 

Cruel and Outdated Practices 

Shooting, trapping and poisoning are inherently cruel methods that cause pain, fear and prolonged 
suffering. Practices such as night-shooting, leg-hold traps, aerial culling and poison baiting cannot 
be reconciled with contemporary animal welfare standards. 

Native animals should not be excluded from basic protections against cruelty simply because harm 
is administratively authorised. The current system creates an unacceptable legal loophole that 
permits suffering which would otherwise be unlawful. 

Failure to Prioritise Non-Lethal Solutions 

Lethal control is routinely used as a first response rather than a last resort. This is neither ethical 
nor effective. Evidence-based, non-lethal strategies — including wildlife-friendly fencing, habitat 
protection, land-use planning, education and coexistence programs — are available and under-
utilised. 

Kangaroos are a keystone species. Dingoes play a vital ecological role as apex predators. The 
widespread killing of native animals destabilises ecosystems and undermines long-term 
environmental outcomes. 



Transparency and Accountability 

Once a licence to harm is granted, the public has little visibility into how many animals are actually 
killed, how methods are applied, or whether welfare conditions are met. This lack of transparency 
erodes public trust and allows suffering to occur out of sight. 

Wildlife governance must be subject to: 

Public access to licence data and outcomes 

Independent review of applications and decisions 

Enforceable welfare standards 

Meaningful penalties for non-compliance 

Without accountability, cruelty continues unchecked. 

What I Ask the Committee to Recommend 

I respectfully urge the Committee to recommend: 

A fundamental shift away from lethal control, with non-lethal management established as the 
default approach. 

An immediate ban on the most cruel methods, including poisons, leg-hold traps, aerial culling and 
night-shooting. 

Strong, enforceable welfare protections for native animals, equivalent to those afforded to 
companion animals. 

Independent oversight and monitoring of all wildlife management activities. 

Full transparency, including public reporting of licence applications, approvals, animal numbers 
and compliance outcomes. 

Robust protection for dependent young, ensuring no management approach results in orphaned 
animals suffering unseen. 

Meaningful First Nations consultation, recognising cultural knowledge and stewardship of 
Country. 

Investment in education, habitat restoration and coexistence programs, rather than funding 
continued killing. 

Closing 

The routine slaughter of native animals under the guise of management is morally indefensible, 
ecologically damaging and increasingly out of step with community values. Australians expect 
compassion, accountability and evidence-based policy — not secrecy and cruelty. 

This inquiry represents a rare and vital opportunity to end a system that has caused immense 
suffering for decades. I urge the Committee to be bold, principled and courageous in 
recommending reforms that protect wildlife, uphold animal welfare, and reflect our responsibility 
as custodians of this land. 

Thank you for considering my submission and for undertaking this important inquiry. 

Yours sincerely, 


