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Inquiry into licences to harm native animals 

Introduction  

My name is Dr Jo Tibbitts. I am a Professional Electrical Engineer with a PhD in Digital 
Speech processing and AI. I have been working as an expert witness for the courts and 
doing research into Speech Enhancement, Authentication, Speaker Identification, Speech 
Analysis, Gunshot Analysis etc. After being shown the barbarism of the Kangaroo Killing 
Industry and the government departments etc that support that industry, I am applying my 
accumulated knowledge and skills to save and protect our native wildlife.  

My concerns  

I am vehemently opposed to the current licensing system that allows the legal killing of 
native animals in NSW.  

a. the species and number of animals affected by licences to harm native animals  

Despite native animals being protected species, NPWS give out licences for people to kill, 

injure and otherwise harm our precious native animals including kangaroos, wallabies, 

wombats, possums and countless birds. There seems to be no native animal that cannot be 

eliminated at the whim of entitled people who seem to begrudge our native animals even 

eating grass. 

In 2023 alone, 657,203 native animals were authorised to be harmed though these licences 

and this is despite losing many millions of each species of our native animals and birds in 

the 2019/2020 bush fires. 

MORONIC individuals or groups of humans, who are so SPIRITUALLY DEPLETED that they 
want to TORTURE and KILL DEFENCELESS ANIMALS, think it is both acceptable and their 
'right' to ACT OUT THE MOST CRUEL and HEINOUS ACTS towards our national icon/s 
and other native animals. The last thing that should happen is that these people are given 
licences to legalise their appalling behaviour 
 
The absolute worst licence to harm situation is the mass licences given out to those barbaric 

profit driven industries like the kangaroo killing industry. The government departments and 

agencies, who have complete control over these animals, have been corporate captured by 

these profit driven industries, who are not held accountable for the extensive damage they 

cause. 

There are particularly mindless and soulless people and/or corporations who on not getting 

licences to harm they apply for, use other methods of getting rid of the animals/birds like 

torture, putting up fences, clearing all vegetation, redirecting water, putting down poison or 

chasing the animal/s on to roads or train tracks and/or getting rid of the vegetation the 

animals eat. No monitoring of these people happens so they get away with murder of the 

most egregious kind. 

b. the welfare impacts of lethal control methods prescribed under licences to 

harm native animals, including consideration of whether current requirements 

adequately safeguard animal welfare and species identification 



In NSW, the Wildlife trade section of DoCCEEW is responsible for encouraging overseas 
organisations to buy body parts of our native animals while other sections of DoCCEEW has 
the mandate of protecting our native animals. You can guess who loses in this great conflict 
of interest.    

The Commercial slaughter of kangaroos is initiated under the banner of Kangaroo 
Management which implies that killing kangaroos is a Conservation Activity and that 
Kangaroo populations need to be managed by us. 

It is not CONSERVATION to eliminate a keystone bush regenerating species like the 
KANGAROO from the landscape. Kangaroos manage their own breeding very effectively no 
human interference is required. HUMAN BREEDING however is completely out of control. 
 
This relentless slaughter of our national icon has been allowed to continue unabated in NSW 
for over six decades. There are regional extinctions of kangaroos all over the state and the 
Kangaroo killing industry is continually trying to get DoCCEEW to open up more kangaroo 
inhabited territory for them like Crown Land, State Forests and National Parks. 
 
In all regions around the state, shooters have been regularly getting, as 'take', less than a 
quarter of the quotas set by government ‘scientists. This 'take' is possible only because 
shooters kill every kangaroo they see. 
  
The maximum breeding rate, in non-stressful times, for kangaroos is 10%;  
the quotas are set at 17% of the Government's greatly over estimated numbers of 
kangaroos. Over the past 15-60 years, Kangaroo populations have become so depleted  
there is no way even a fraction of these fictious 'quotas' can be found. 
 
Joey slaughter and/or neglected deaths is not even thought about at all by government 
officials or this corrupt industry; they are written off as collateral damage. 
 
The experienced older & larger Kangaroos are killed first as they bring the killers more 
money. This leaves the remaining mob members traumatised; and without elders to teach 
the mainly young kangaroos how to survive.  
 
Anyone with even a partially functioning brain should be able to work out that this is not 
sustainable and will end up in the extinction of kangaroo and macropods all over Australia.  
 
Mr Raymond Mjadwesch: The management of kangaroos in NSW is in breach of every piece 

of legislation that is supposed to protect the environment and our wildlife, simply on the basis 

that, in my opinion, it is materially and deliberately omissive and misleading. Confected / 

inflated population estimates are being produced to service a commercial exploitative 

industry, which provides outcomes (population reduction) that are actively pursued by the 

farming sector, and which therefore has 100% political support. The program is in no way 

based on rigorous and defensible science according to my analysis, and a lack of critique or 

questioning seems to be underwritten by a long-term promotional and strategic 

communications campaign that seems to have established as fact the fiction of supposed 

population increase under a range of untested pretexts, and that “the industry is well-

regulated and sustainable”. …The shooting only seems to stop when they run out of 

kangaroos. Western Grey Kangaroos persist in the national parks in the Narrabri zone, and 

they continue to be killed by landholders under damage mitigation permits in the region. 

They are possibly still being shot commercially, as checks on species being processed have 

returned misidentifications as noted in historic minutes of the NSW Kangaroo Management 



Advisory Panel. There is little doubt they are being shot illegally, as illegal shooting is almost 

impossible to detect, but is thought to be common.1 

c. the extent to which orphaned young are affected by licences to harm native 

animals and how these impacts are tracked or mitigated 

Commercial Kangaroo KILLING industries are systematically slaughtering every adult 

kangaroo that they come across because populations are now so depleted.  

The at-foot joeys & juveniles, who are completely reliant on their mothers, are left to fend for 

themselves when she is killed; & the undersize or forgotten wounded kangaroos are left to 

die slowly & painfully.  

Often the at-foot joeys will smell out the discarded remains (head or tail) of their mother and 

lie down with her to die. 

It is the code of practise to bash the in-pouch joey on the head or they are left to die over 

days in the pouch.  

None of these babies or juveniles are counted in the 'kill' and are written off as collateral 

damage. 

Licences to harm from NPWS and DoCCEEW are allowing...  
...the largest annual slaughter of land-based wildlife on the planet,  
...the numbers of kangaroo to dwindle so that there are local and regional extinctions and  
...the mob structure to be very fractured and ultimately consist of mainly juvenile kangaroos 
 
d. the adequacy of current assessment processes used when granting licences to 

harm 

Louise Taylor: I am concerned about the way that farmers (and others who kill macropods) 

are granted permits to shoot wallabies. For example, a neighbouring farmer was granted a 

permit to shot wallabies during the 2019 drought, which could have wiped out the local 

population. I imagine that the context is similar in other rural areas where farmers have 

virtual carte blanche to kill kangaroos and wallabies. It is not clear to me how NPWS can 

determine whether there are "too many" kangaroos or wallabies to issue permits. I 

understand that NPWS staff have been instructed by their hierarchy to issue permits to 

farmers and have little power to deal with complaints by persons who oppose the killing. 

There also seems to be limited to no monitoring or oversight by NPWS regarding the 

disposal of the bodies. I call on the government to educate farmers and (others who kill 

macropods) that these native species should not be viewed as vermin. Farmers should be 

educated about practices that do not involve killing macropods, such as the use of livestock 

guardian dogs2  

e. the level of public transparency and accountability associated with licensing 

decisions, including data availability and reasons for approval and rejection of 

applications 

 
1 2021 INQUIRY INTO HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF KANGAROOS AND OTHER MACROPODS IN NEW SOUTH WALES Ray Mjadwesch Submission No 270  
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ANY (Government or non Government) ORGANISATION, WHOSE MANDATE IS TO 
PROTECT NATIVE ANIMALS, SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO GIVE OUT LICENSES TO 
TRADE OR HARM THESE ANIMALS IN ANY WAY - IT IS A GROSS CONFLICT OF 
INTEREST. The only reason that the without a license' loophole exists in the 'it is an offence 
to harm kangaroos' statement is so that the Commercial Kangaroo KILLING Industry can 
continually slaughter many millions of our precious Kangaroos  
for profit and with no accountability. 

It is not soft pawed Keystone Macropod species who cause damage to the land.  
It is Colonial orientated human beings and their imported hard hooved stock animals  
who have always been the destroyers of the natural world - land, air and water. 
 
You don't achieve Environmental Sustainability by eliminating the keystone species  
that has been Australia's Environmental Engineer for over 20 million years.  
Industry capture or influence of prominent people in NPWS and DoCCEEW  
are allowing and encouraging the elimination/slaughter of our Kangaroos  
which is contrary to every concept of Conservation and Sustainability in this country.  

This is in direct violation of the implied duty of care embedded in the ACTs that they work 
under. 

Biostatistician Claire Galea has shown that there is corrupt anti-science behind the 
calculation of kangaroo populations all over the country. She says that… 
1. the methodology changes with no validation so no point of comparison. 
2. Less than 1% of the area is surveyed so not representative. 
3. Not all areas are surveyed every year so short term changes are not taken into account 
4. The survey precision is greater than recommended 20% 
5. Apply correction factor of nearly two which doubles population count 
6. Clusters of kangaroos should be 60 to 80 for reliable modelling but these ‘scientists’ use 
individual animal numbers not clusters 
7. The Cairns counting methodology has never been peer reviewed – anti-science 
8. The company who designed this counting methodology said… 

a. Estimation of population trends over time is difficult with this methodology  
b. High rate of growth reported in this application of the methodology appears to 
exceed published maximum growth rates 
c. It is arguable whether an inference should be made to the areas not surveyed in 
each block – no extrapolation methods should be applied 

 

Kangaroo, Wallaby & Wallaroo numbers are grossly overestimated by these ‘scientists’ 

misapplying the software tools they use so the macropod abattoirs.   

f. the extent of NSW Government support for research, trials, and adoption of 

alternative wildlife management strategies 

Ray Mjadwesch: 3Nothing has ever been done to conserve the large macropods in Australia. 
Every cent seems to have been spent on bounties, bullets and barbed wire. Research 
seems to be almost entirely negative, being focused on describing (asserted) impacts on 
other species, the environment and themselves, rather than on their status or their value as 
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key-stone species in the ecosystem…. To date the only thing that has ever stopped the 
shooting of kangaroos is there being none left 

POSSUMWOOD AUSTRALIA4 

Possumwood Wildlife operates from a facility on the Lake George Escarpment on the 
southern tablelands of NSW. 

The directors of Possumwood Wildlife are highly qualified in medicine and research.  
Each year the facility takes in around 200 wild animals who have been injured through wire 
fencing entanglement, motor vehicle collision, dog/fox attack, burns, misadventure and 
shooting or are suffering an illness. 

POSSUMWOOD values are… 

1. To build a trusting relationship with the injured and sick animals in our care; and to 

build confidence in each animal’s ability to recover.  

2. To work professionally with specialist wildlife veterinary expertise.  

3. To give the sick, traumatised and injured wild animal as much time as is necessary 

for recovery in a safe and caring environment.  

4. To return the recovered animal to its natural habitat and to monitor its continued 

success in the wild.  

5. To advance our knowledge of wildlife wellbeing and trauma through observation, 

engagement, research and publication. 

Peter Day: ‘Whilst I was thankful for the help, I was shocked to see that none of the 
Australian vets had any wildlife experience. They would often prescribe medications 
unsuitable for macropods and weren’t confident on treating them. Euthanasia was an easy 
way out. ...All of the animals that (the vets) wanted to kill, recovered from their injuries and 
have been released back into the wild.’5They are monitored regularly and are doing very 
well."  
 
g. the extent to which First Nations communities and Traditional Owners are 

consulted prior to the issuing of licences to harm native wildlife, and how cultural 

values and responsibilities are incorporated into decision-making,  

Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison: "The kangaroo preceded our indigenous culture more 
than 80,000 years ago and has both the land and living rights above all other introduced 
species.  
The kangaroo has the right to live without cruelty and exploitation. Kangaroos arc a valuable 
totem to our people. They have been in Australia for millions of years. This is their land.  
They are the first Australians. Native animals, birds and reptiles have the highest respect in 
our Cultural Totemic System.  
The kangaroo to me is an important part of this nation that they call AustraIia.  
The kangaroo lets me know about my different song Iines and which way I can go.  
I've only just got those four directions and he can show me and give me a chance to see 
another way as a survival sign post...  
Kangaroos are part of ceremony and we hunt them for food.  

 
4 https://www.possumwood.com.au/ 
5 INQUIRY INTO HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF KANGAROOS AND OTHER MACROPODS IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
Organisation: Badgerys Creek Wildlife Sanctuary Inc Submission No 257 
 



We as Aboriginal people for over 50,000 years when we killed a kangaroo it was done with 
ceremony, before the 'kill and after the kill.  
My people have lived beside the kangaroo for thousands of years and we never considered 
them as a pest. So why do people want to control these wonderful animals!  
Bright lights are 'blinding defenceless animals and then bullets put into them, to me that's not 
culling. It is slaughter.  
Inside cultural practice, we only ever took what was needed for food and medicine. We 
never harvested meat or medicine for profit.  
It is not spiritual practice to kill our iconic animals for $80 Million per annum.  
It was not an industry that drove the hunt, it was our ceremonial practice for food and 
medicine and still is today.  
...it appears on the brink of becoming a threatened species. It is a huge loss for us all that 
they are treated so badly.  
...Here we see the true faces of the dirty cruel Industry that does nothing more than plunder 
and profiteer at the expense of our innocent first nation native animals.  
How long have those kangaroos been hopping on this land?  
They are not intruding on farmers or developers, or roadways. It is humans invading the 
kangaroos space and it is the kangaroo that is being disregarded.  
Stepping outside respect lore, leads to an imbalance in the totemic system and consequently 
mass slaughter and illness.  
Those indigenous brothers and sisters who hold their lore and practice culture through the 
wisdom of the ancients know to protect the kangaroo from a harvest of exportation, 

exploitation, and extinction, by not supporting such a cruel and greedy industry." 6 

Aunty Ro Mudyin Godwin, PALAWA: 'Kangaroos are a Sacred Totem Animal to many of 
we Indigenous people, they are NOT a commodity to be used & abused by either the NSW 
Government or by the Commercial Kangaroo Killing Industry. Kangaroos are essential in the 
regeneration of Song Lines, Dreaming Tracks & they ensure the interconnectedness of 
Country. They ensure, that The Dreaming remains alive & strong.  
 
They ARE as my Family Totem, & as a Sacred Totem Animal to many of we Indigenous 
people, OUR connection that we have to Ancestors, yet they are called a pest & gunned 
down in indiscriminate slaughter by those, who by carrying out that behaviour, SHOW they 
have no clue about Country or Kangaroos, who, unlike them, are the FIRST Australians.  
 
In areas where Kangaroos have been gunned down into localised extinctions, Culture is 
dying, as is our connection to Ancestors.  
 
Kangaroos are a Keystone Species upon which various other species of indigenous flora & 
fauna depend for their own survival, & again, where we have seen Kangaroos gunned down 
into localised extinctions we have seen the die off of vast amounts of Indigenous Flora & 
Fauna.  
 
Kangaroos are essential in the regeneration of Country, they aerate soils, play an essential 
role in seed dispersal & in germination as the toe nail indentations left by the kangaroo, acts 
as a trap for any seeds & moisture. Kangaroos also carry seeds on their fur, this also aids in 
seed dispersal & in the regeneration of Country.  
 
Kangaroos top graze dry foliage, graze undergrowth levels which mitigate bushfire impacts,  
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& in areas where Kangaroos have been slaughtered out we are seeing an increase in both 
bushfire activity & in bushfire intensity, yet those drowning in pathetic backwards colonialism 
STILL don’t get it, they still don’t understand that, unlike them, Kangaroos belong here  
& are NEEDED to ensure healthy functioning ecosystems. Their answer & the answer of the 
NSW Govt is to simply gun them down'.7 
 

h1. Colonial Australia has a poor record when it comes to caring for and protecting 
our unique NATIVE WILDLIFE... 

….at best these highly sentient beings have been/are treated as if they don't matter  
- like koalas, platypus, parrots, possums, emus, wombats and lizards/snakes.  
 
...at worst they have been/are treated as if they are our worst enemy that has to be 
exterminated  
- like our magnificent national icon, the KANGAROO. 

 

Tanya O’Donaghue: I am a Wildlife carer of thirty years, specialising in the care and 

rehabilitation of kangaroos and wallabies.... aware of the cruelty, torture and destruction 

whole populations of these animals by shooters (both professional and recreational), vehicle 

strikes and exclusion fencing.... Add to that the prolonged and devastating drought and fires 

out here, as they, in themselves, have had a catastrophic impact to entire populations of 

kangaroos out here. To say joeys are killed humanely by professional shooters is untrue. I've 

had many joeys in care as a result of these shootings.  

...During the drought I did many trips to Collarenabri, Walgett and Brewarrina.  

I saw many dead and dying kangaroos and Emus hung up in these inhumane exclusion 

fences. I saw the aftermath and carnage when these animals were herded out and onto the 

roads between these country towns. Roads for miles littered with bodies from trucks and 

road trains travelling through. These animals were trying to survive the drought.  

They were either cut off from food and water within the fence lines or were driven off the land 

and onto the roads to meet horrendous, violent deaths hit by trucks.  

Kangaroos have a home range of ten square kms. They travel around this range at different 

times of year. They know every pad, path and track. Every water source, every tree and rock 

within this range. Joeys are constantly imprinting these things as they travel about with mum 

in the pouch. They will know their home range intimately by the time they emerge from 

mums pouch. It's part of their survival, their complex social infrastructure. It's a part of their 

very being. When we interfere by fencing off part or all of their home range we not only 

prevent them from accessing food and water, we fracture and isolate whole families.  

Since the drought has ended there are not the joeys coming in as were in pre drought years. 

There is hardly any road kill (a sign of what's about). There are no kangaroos out grazing at 

dusk and dawn and visible as once before. I travel many kms still but now I'm looking for 

them. Not to rescue but just to try to see if they are still there as before. They are not there!!!  

I suffer now from mental and emotional trauma and sheer exhaustion as a result from the 

fires and drought. Inherent cruelty I see on an almost daily basis and i do despair for the 

future of these wonderful animals. Thirty years of carnage. It makes me heartsick. These 
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animals now are on the brink. Out here now there is a silence from their absence and its 

deafening8 

What I want to see changed  

I request that full complete protection is placed on our native wildlife. POCTA act applies 
completely to everyone (individuals and corporations) with no exceptions. An independent 
office of animal welfare is set up to really ensure all our native animals are protected and no 
business is allowed to profit from them. 

I ask that you stop our native animals being exterminated from the Australian landscape … 
1. STOP licencing the Commercial Kangaroo KILLING industries to slaughter our kangaroos 
and joeys  
2. STOP licencing colonial farmers to kill any native animal who dares come onto ‘their’ land. 
3. STOP licensing Shooters who think it is sport/recreation to kill a defenceless native 
animals and decimate/terrify populations. 
4. STOP the Forestry industry decimating whole forests of native habitats; and hence killing 
or making homeless all native animals who called it home. 
5. STOP Developers decimating forests of native bush and especially without putting in 
wildlife corridors so native animal cannot safely get to other bushland areas.  
6. STOP the Trucking industry and other vehicles killing native animals on the roads and   
STOP the Roads departments building roads all over the state both need to build wildlife 
corridors for native animals to get safely across the road 
8. STOP Individuals & organisations putting up Barbed wire or single strand fences and 
instigate a plan to remove all barbed wire fencing  

Thank you Please do all you can to protect our native animals  

.  
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