
 

 Submission    
No 139 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO LICENCES TO HARM NATIVE ANIMALS 
 
 
 

Organisation: C.A.T.S. Inc. Cats Assistance To Sterilise 

Date Received: 16 December 2025 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

C.A.T.S. Inc Cats assistance To Sterilise 
Lisa Roberts- Daintree 

Director 
 

 
 

Submission Inquiry into Licences to Harm Native Animals 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We give permission for this submission to be publicly posted on the 
Government website 

 



 
 

 
C.A.T.S. Inc (Cats Assistance To Sterilise Incorporated) is one of  the great 
Australian success stories in Animal Management in stabilizing population 
numbers. The work at C.A.T.S. Inc. requires that we understand the principles of 
“Density Distribution” – the laws governing the habitation, movement and 
spread of animals -  which we have studied over 35 years working with colony 
and unowned cats. Density Distribution or its better known name “The Vacuum 
Effect” is at work in all species across the whole Australian and global 
landscape. 
 
Our concerns are for the current system of “Licences to Harm” is the premise 
that it is acceptable to harm animals. To harm is to create suffering and all 
mammals have the ability to suffer and are thus included in the “Sentient” 
category. All animals deserve better than to endure the consequences of such 
thinking. 
 
Nothing less than a cultural shift and a dramatic realignment of thinking is 
required with the following points in mind. 
 

• All animals deserve life for their own Intrinsic value 
• All animals deserve life and equal respect for their role in the eco system, 

whether predator or vegetarian, whether native or introduced 
• ALL animals deserve compassion for their sentience (can feel and suffer 

equally) 
• All animals share the planet with us, and respect is required for their 

entire habitat 
• All animals deserve and should be able to expect human assistance where 

they are made to suffer through a collision with the expansion of human 
civilization 

• All animals deserve the 5 freedoms where they are interacting with 
humans, namely: Freedom to express normal behaviour, Freedom from 
hunger and thirst, Freedom from discomfort, Freedom from pain, injury 
or disease, Freedom from fear and distress.  

• All Animals deserve respectful language that sets the tone for equality to 
other species rather than marginalizing them as “Invasive” “Feral” or 
“Pest” when their numbers become prolific. 



 
 

Additionally when animals are used to make profit and consequently suffer, 
human outcomes warrant no consideration. It is not about pleasing all human 
stake holders OR to reach middle ground. Animal Welfare is not an area of 
compromise hence the vital need for this set of values to be used as a basis for 
this Inquiry. Only with such an animal equality values can we be sure that 
legislators and all Australians everywhere are led to an understanding that there 
is no room for outcomes based on population or excess population numbers.   

 

 

BEFORE WE CAN WORK ON ANY STRATEGY WE MUST FIRST OF ALL DO NO 
HARM 

 

We want to see a move toward non-lethal management. 

Violent methods like shooting, trapping and poisoning are unacceptable and the 
public are able to see through the propaganda in an attempt to make them 
believe that there is no suffering involved.  

Poisons are well documented as taking hours for an animal to reach death, 
animals having been found lying in their own vomit and faeces. I attach the 
study on the bait “Curiosity” deceitfully said to be kinder than 1080 and also 
attach the paper on the Effects of 1080. 

Trapping is self explanatory in it’s cruelty, animals having chewed off their own 
legs to escape rather than endure the pain of being held in the trap. 

Shooting is an unchecked and unpoliced blood sport which cannot kill in a single 
shot every time, leaving a percentage animals to bleed out and suffer, 
sometimes in large numbers such as what we see with duck hunting. In 
kangaroo hunting we know that some hunters kill joeys by swinging them by the 
tail and smashing their heads against bumper bars. When killing is sanctioned 
the policing of the cruelty becomes difficult if not impossible. 

 

Native animals deserve the same protection from cruelty as companion 
animals. 

 

We seek an outright ban on the cruel methods listed above and a phase out of 
current permits as non violent methods become established. We require clear 
welfare criteria for any future decision making. 



 
 

To that end we require an Independent Office of Animal Welfare to be set up, 
so that welfare outcomes are given genuine precedence over commercial gains. 

A current example of this is the wombat whose burrows undermine farming 
land. Under the current system with animal welfare in the hands of Dept of 
Primary Industries, the Wombat’s welfare hardly gets a look in. An independent 
office is the only way enforceable welfare laws can be guaranteed. 

 

Community expectations are such that most people want to live peacefully with 
wildlife, not putting them on our current sacrificial alter that has been 
systemized and refined over generations of our white habitation here in 
Australia. Most people want to live in peaceful co-existence with wildlife. 

The animals already have much to endure, living in a predator/prey 
arrangement and we should not want to be adding to their burdens. 

 

I mentioned at the start that we need to understand “Density Distribution”. This 
means that animals move from an area of high population density to an area of 
low population density creating an even spread. Of course many factors feed 
into this arrangement involving climate and terrain and vegetation as well as 
other food sources. Once an area has arrives at its ceiling or maximum ability to 
feed its inhabitants the population stabilizes and the weak are thinned out 
through starvation, thus keeping  the numbers in check and we see that nature 
provides its own solution.   

Ecologist Ruth Norris explains: 
The majority of mammalian species, … are density dependent mammals, meaning, their rate 
of population increase over time is dependent on their density (the number of cats per unit 
area).    
Populations start small with slow growth rate due to a small number of breeding individuals 
(Fig. 1).  Breeding results in offspring and offspring grow to sexual maturity increasing the 
number of breeding adults in the population.  The rate of population growth now increases 
almost exponentially.  As this occurs, resources in the environment are used far quicker and 
the rate of increase slows in line with the decreased availability of resources.  The 
population attains a size that is maintained by the available resources without surplus, and 
the population stabilises and plateaus.  This is the carrying capacity of the environment for 
this species.   
The carrying capacity is determined by the amount and availability of resources within an 
area and is also capped by negative effects of a population, such as wastes and diseases etc. 



 
 

  
Fig. 1.  Graph detailing density dependent population 
growth.                                                        Image created by Nchisick 21 May 2019 License: CC 
BY-SA 4.0  
  
From Fig. 1, culling the population removes animals from the top right section of the graph 
reducing the population but increasing the rate at which the population grows.  This occurs 
because lowering the population frees up resources for others, improving conditions for 
those left and breeding can increase.    
 
 
In Summary we oppose any Licence designed  to harm or kill any animals and 
encourage peaceful co-existence. 
  
 

 

 

 

 
 




