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Dear Committee Members,
Thank you for considering my submission.

Our exceptional, often unique wildlife are an intrinsic part of the
country we value and love. These species are emblematic of the
distinctive nature of Australia.

I have the privilege of living in regional NSW and the opportunity
to witness the multifarious beauty of these creatures. I believe we
can learn much from our First Nations peoples, to whom these
beings are sacred totems. They have cohabitated for millennia and
understand how the complex biodiversity of Country works to
form successful, balanced ecosystems.

A system of granting licences to permit unregulated, unsupervised,
opaque wholesale slaughter is simply barbaric. It must end.

Annihilating numbers of animals or birds, on the basis of a
percetved nuisance, is not only cruel, but ineffective. This 1s an
outmoded conception of the native creature as subject to our
myopia. More modern methods of maintaining population balance
are non-lethal, scientific and more likely to produce long-term
solutions for peaceful coexistence.

Research by entities such as Humane Society International has
revealed that in 2023 alone, 657,203 native animals were authorised
to be harmed under these licences in NSW, more than any other
state in Australia. This included kangaroos, wallabies, wombats,
possums and countless birds. Since 2017, almost 1.9 million native
animals have been killed under these permits. This is



unconscionable. This i1s the scale of massacre of innocent creatures
that brings international shame to our state.

The community 1s horrified by the atrocity of kangaroo slaughter,
particularly involving spotlighting and a wholesale disregard for the
fate of the joeys. A similar mindless cruelty occurs when birds are
killed, leaving chicks to starve in the nest.

I have seen the horrendous suffering and collateral damage
wrought by 1080. Poisoning is grotesque and has no place in a
modern, civilised society.

We need community education programs that will undo the harm
of old-school hubristic speciesism. These birds and animals are
wonders of Nature and should be treated with respect. They have
an intrinsic right to be here and lived here for eons before we
arrived to enact these misguided regulations.

As an example, I would like to suggest the encouragement of the
presence of the native apex predator, the dingo, to help balance
populations. I have witnessed the efficiency of the dingo as a
hunter. They take only what they can completely use; help keep
feral animals under control, helping keep a balance, and they kill
very quickly and kill fewer animals than feral dogs that chase and
maim anything that runs, doing much damage.

I live in a situation where I can observe that kangaroos eat far less
than our introduced meat species and I feel they should not be
vilified for competing with stock. Education regarding better land
management practices, systematic fencing and modern strategies
would encourage better understanding and a broader view of life
on the land.



Amplified wildlife protections and enhanced habitat developments
would be measures that reduce human/wildlife conflict. If wildlife
are provided with appropriate, undisturbed, biodiverse places to
live, to which they are intrinsically entitled, they are less likely to
encroach on human activities. Likewise, people can be encouraged
to understand that biodiversity creates a balance in Nature and
makes the land more productive and our country more
prosperous.

Gandhi said that the moral progress of a nation can be judged by
the way it treats its animals. And the fact that our fauna are special
and unique in the world makes their claim on our nurturing,
compassionate stewardship even greater.

It's time to come up with a better system than the licence to kill.

Yours faithfully,
Mary Forbes



