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Native animals are not intruders. They are living in their own homes.

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the current system of government-issued licences
that permit the shooting, trapping, and poisoning of native animals in New South Wales. These
practices are fundamentally inconsistent with the principles of coexistence, ecological
responsibility, and compassion that many members of the community value deeply.

Native wildlife belongs to this land. They have not “encroached” upon human spaces; rather,
human development has expanded into theirs. To legally sanction harm to native animals simply
because they exist in areas now occupied or modified by humans is unjust and ethically
indefensible. It treats wildlife as a problem to be eliminated rather than as living beings with
intrinsic value and a right to live safely.

Licences to harm native animals represent state-sanctioned cruelty. Many of the methods
permitted under these licences cause prolonged suffering, disrupt family groups, and have
devastating ecological consequences. These impacts are often hidden from public view, yet they
are real and enduring. Such practices also undermine public trust, as many people are unaware that
these licences exist or how routinely they are used.

Importantly, humane and non-lethal alternatives do exist — and they work. Improved land
management, wildlife-proof fencing, deterrents, habitat protection, and community education
have all been shown to reduce conflict without resorting to lethal measures. These solutions not
only protect wildlife but also support long-term outcomes for farmers, communities, and
ecosystems. Continued reliance on lethal control reflects a failure of imagination and political will,
not a lack of options.

However, this issue goes beyond technical policy reform. It requires a deeper cultural shift in how
we understand our relationship with the natural world. True coexistence means learning how to
share space without harm. It means recognising that native animals are not resources, pests, or
obstacles to economic activity — they are sentient beings with their own lives, social bonds, and
roles within complex ecosystems.

As climate change and habitat loss place increasing pressure on wildlife, the stakes are higher than
ever. Continuing to licence harm accelerates biodiversity loss and pushes vulnerable species closer
to extinction. This is the opposite of environmental stewardship and contradicts the responsibility
we hold to future generations.

I urge the Inquiry to recommend an end to licences that permit lethal harm to native animals,
except in the most genuinely exceptional circumstances, and to prioritise non-lethal, evidence-



based approaches as the default response. Transparency, public accountability, and stronger
protections for wildlife must be central to any reform.

Silence should never be mistaken for consent. Each submission represents a voice for animals who
cannot speak for themselves. I ask the NSW Government to listen to the growing community
demand for compassion, responsibility, and true coexistence.

It is time for cruelty to be replaced with care — and for policy to reflect the values of a society
that respects life.

Thank you for considering my submission.



