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Dear Committee Members,

I am a wildlife carer and have been for 15 years, I care for kangaroos and wallabies. Sadly I live
next door to a property that shoots kangaroos, unprofessionally, inhumanely and with no regard
to the animals or surrounding properties. Recently they have been shooting along fence line, the
bodies are littered everywhere, in pouch joeys and at foot joeys are left to die a slow and painful
death. They have a licence to do this, it's not monitored nor managed, i have called the police, to
only be told that they have a licence to shoot.

This year in June I was called out to rescue a joey in pouch, his mother had been killed in a car
accident. When I returned from the rescue late that night standing at my gate with the joey inside
my jumper keeping warm, less that 100m behind me the farmer was shooting. It's a horrendous
contrast. Sadly the next morning when I went out to give feed to released kangaroos that were
once in my care, one of them came home and had been shot in the face. This was so confronting
and devastating. The sad thing is, this is not an isolated story for wildlife carers. I can no longer
release kangaroos from my property due to the risk of them being shot. I spend countless hours
& money caring for these poor motherless joeys from 200g, they are in care for 2 years lovingly
cared for to then be released and then shot. We, humans, are the cause of encroaching on wildlife
habitats, taking what we want without thought or care and 'we' still live in a way that believes we
are entitled. Due to this unmanaged killing of wildlife there are very limited places that kangaroos
can be safely released. They too are entitled to a safe place to live their life.

The trauma and devastation caused is brutal. Eastern Grey Kangaroos are the most hated amongst
the farmers, however, it's not well known that they have family structures and relationships like
us, out of all the joeys that have come into care, it's the ones that their mother was shot that are
the most traumatised. They are usually chased and terrorised before either being shot or watching
others being shot. This really has to change!

We as a community and a society need to move towards a non-lethal management of farming
properties. We need to end the use of cruelty as “management.” Shooting, trapping, poisoning and
other violent methods cause suffering and have no place in modern wildlife policy. Replace lethal
control with compassionate, evidence-based strategies that protect both animals and ecosystems.

There needs to be a priority on coexistence with farming, developments and taking of resources.
Build programs that help people and wildlife live safely side-by-side through wildlife-safe practises,
habitat planning and education. Subsidise farmers to take care of and allocate space for wildlife.
Educate everyone on a change in attitude and understanding that we can coexist.

Any approach to wildlife management must recognise animals as sentient family groups.
Dependent young should never be left to starve or die unseen. Mothers and their joeys need to be
protected.

Licences to harm are cruel and outdated. Animals deserve protection, not persecution. There are
better ways to prevent conflict, wildlife-friendly fencing and habitat planning, that don’t cause



suffering. NSW should end the use of lethal control and replace it with non-violent management
that values coexistence.

We also need to strengthen protections for wildlife. Create enforceable welfare laws with serious
consequences that are upheld and carried out. Native animals deserve the same protection from
cruelty as companion animals.

We also need independent monitoring, transparency, accuracy and truth on what is really
happening. There needs to be an oversight of all wildlife management decisions and they must be
independent, with regular public reporting of data, compliance and welfare outcomes.

We seriously need to ban cruel methods outright. Practices such as night-shooting, aerial culling,
leg-hold traps and poisons inflict extreme suffering and must be permanently prohibited. There
also needs to be a stop to unlawful shooting and killing of wildlife, this is happening in all areas of
NSW.

Native animals need us as a community and a society to protect them with strong welfare laws,
not exceptions that allow cruelty. There’s almost no oversight, record keeping or accountability
once a licence is issued, and animals can be shot, trapped or poisoned without transparency. It’s
time for clear laws, independent monitoring, and a total ban on practices that cause pain and
distress.

Please invest in coexistence, support genuine coexistence. Focus on education about the role native
wildlife play in maintaining healthy ecosystems, from enriching soil and improving biodiversity to
supporting pollination and seed dispersal.

Encourage wildlife-friendly fencing and gates, and prioritise habitat restoration and protection to
help animals live safely where they belong. We need to recognise that native animals have an
intrinsic right to live freely and without harm.

We need to promote ecological balance by protecting apex predators such as dingoes and
acknowledging kangaroos as a keystone species essential to the health of Australia’s landscapes.

Instead of funding lethal control or deterrent programs, the government should invest in habitat
protection and coexistence initiatives that respect the rights of native animals and the ecosystems
they sustain.

We also need transparency and accountability with the public having access to information. Publish
all licence applications, decisions and enforcement data and the surrounding properties are
consulted and notified.



There needs to an independent review. Establish an impartial body to evaluate any wildlife
management decisions, ensuring non-lethal alternatives are always prioritised.

End opaque licensing. Phase out current permits as humane, non-violent methods become
established, and require clear welfare criteria for any future decision-making.

There is almost no oversight of what happens once a licence is issued. The public deserves to
know how many animals are being harmed and why. Licence data should be fully transparent and
independently reviewed. Without oversight, suffering continues in the dark. We need a system
based on openness, accountability and compassion.

We need education, compassion and community awareness. Encourage understanding of how to
coexist peacefully with native animals and why every species has ecological value. There needs to
be support, education and possible subsidisation to support this change in current practices. There
needs to a cultural shift. Promote empathy and stewardship, replacing fear and control with respect
for life and a commitment to non-violence.

I and most of the people in communities want to live peacefully with wildlife. Education and
support can help people understand how to coexist safely and humanely. A compassionate culture
starts with knowledge, replacing fear with respect and teaching that every animal has a place in our
shared world.

Please help make changes for the good of all Beings, end the suffering and inhumane activities
against wildlife.

Thank you for considering my submission.

Kind regards

Bek McGarry



