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Dear Committee Members,

I am writing to express my profound concern and opposition to the current system in
New South Wales that grants licences for the legal culling, trapping, and poisoning of
native animals. The volume of animals harmed under this system is deeply troubling
and requires urgent reform.

The available figures indicating that almost 17,000 licences have been issued since
2017, leading to the deaths of approximately 1.9 million native animals, are
unacceptable. These lethal practices are inherently cruel, cause significant suffering,
and have been proven time and again to be ineffective as a long-term strategy for
wildlife management.

Native animals are an essential part of our natural heritage and possess an intrinsic
right to exist safely on the land. Their protection should be the guiding principle of all
related policy, not their eradication through harmful means. We must move beyond
outdated and cruel practices of "wildlife management."

| strongly urge the Committee to use this Inquiry as an opportunity to recommend
fundamental, meaningful changes:

Immediate Shift to Non-Lethal Strategies: Prioritise and mandate genuine coexistence
models and humane, non-lethal mitigation strategies for all wildlife interactions.

Independent and Ethical Oversight: Establish a transparent, independent body to
oversee the licensing process, ensuring ethical standards and protecting wildlife
welfare are the primary concern.

Enhanced Protections and Transparency: Implement stronger legal protections for
native animals, particularly mothers and their young, and require comprehensive,
publicly accessible reporting on all licences issued and animals harmed.

The time for silent acceptance of this large-scale persecution is over. Your
recommendations have the power to stop this cruelty and usherin an era where our
policies truly reflect a commitment to protecting and coexisting with our native wildlife.

Thank you for considering the moral and ecological weight of this issue.
Yours sincerely,

James McGregor



