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My Role / Background 
I am a secondary school teacher and am not directly involved in research relating to native 
animals or birds. However, as a member of the community, I am deeply concerned about the 
welfare of our native wildlife. These animals have an inherent right to live free from harm—
particularly harm caused by human actions. 

My Location 
Craigieburn, Victoria. 

Why This Matters to Me 
I love and deeply value nature, and I spend much of my free time walking outdoors. During 
these walks, I regularly observe birds, kangaroos, and other native animals that make our 
natural environment so rich and beautiful. I firmly believe that these creatures have just as 
much right to exist on this Earth as we do. 

I often see mother kangaroos with their joeys safely tucked in their pouches, or birds working 
tirelessly to build nests and protect their young. The knowledge that such innocent animals 
can be shot simply because someone has been granted permission to kill—sometimes for 
sport or entertainment—is deeply distressing to me. This is why the criteria for obtaining a 
licence, and the purposes for which licences are issued, must be critically examined and 
carefully regulated. 

Topics I Wish to Address 

I would like to raise several key issues that I believe require urgent assessment or 
reassessment. 

1. Animal Welfare Impacts 

• Current control methods include shooting, trapping, and poisoning (such as 1080 and 
strychnine). 

• There are no mandatory standards to ensure humane killing or to assess shooter 
competency. 

My Experience 
Last year, while out walking, I found a tiny kitten only a few weeks old wandering alone. He 
was clearly starving and frightened, eating desperately whenever food was offered. I took 
him to a vet to check for a microchip, but when no owner was found, I adopted him and gave 
him a safe home. Experiences like this make me reflect on the many vulnerable animals in 
the wild who lose their parents and are left to suffer, struggle to survive, or sadly die. 

2. Orphaned Young 



• Wildlife carers frequently receive orphaned joeys and fledglings after their parents are 
killed. 

• There is currently no system in place to track or record orphaning incidents. 

My Experience 
On several occasions, I have come across young birds still in their nests but completely alone. 
Their parents had either been killed or died in accidents. While some chicks were rescued, 
others were discovered too late and died before help could arrive. 

3. Inadequate Assessment Process 

• No evidence of damage caused by the animal is required before a licence is issued. 
• There is no requirement to demonstrate that non-lethal methods have been attempted 

first. 
• There are no site inspections or independent verification to confirm reported kill 

numbers or humane outcomes. 

My Concern 
Issuing licences without proper justification creates opportunities for individuals who enjoy 
killing for sport or entertainment to obtain licences without thorough assessment, 
accountability, or oversight. 

Key Recommendations 

• Establish a public register of all issued licences. 
• Introduce mandatory animal welfare assessments and shooter competency testing 

prior to any lethal control. 
• Create a system to track orphaned young in order to better understand and reduce 

hidden animal suffering. 

Conclusion 

I believe the government must carefully consider these concerns when issuing licences that 
permit harm to native animals. Public input should be treated as essential, and further 
investigation and research must be undertaken to ensure Australia’s native wildlife is 
protected and spared from unnecessary suffering. 

Your Sincerely  

Gordana Janinska 
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