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Dear Committee Members,

My name is . I am a solicitor. | am also a member of two Wildlife
groups, Wildcare Queanbeyan and ACT Wildlife.

| oppose the current licensing system that allows the legal killing of native animals in
NSW. Since 2017, almost 17,000 licences have been issued, resulting in the deaths
of around 1.9 million animals. Lethal methods cause suffering and do not provide
long-term solutions.

| urge the Committee to recommend independent oversight, stronger protections for
wildlife, transparent public reporting, and a shift away from harmful control methods
toward true coexistence. Native animals have an intrinsic right to live safely on the
land, and policies must reflect that.

Several years ago | attempted to get ANY agency to take action against some
farmers who illegally trapped a wombat at Bungendore. | attempted to obtain
documents via GIPA (from NSW Police) but as per usual the NSW Police redacted
most of the information. In addition, the file was lost, again by NSW Police.

| attempted to get assistance from Animal Justice Party and the Greens (Sue
Higginson) but this matter was never finalised to my satisfaction. Early on in the
piece, a police officer did read me out what was in the Event Number and | 100%
remember him mentioning a licence to harm and that the landowner (farmer) stated
that they had a licence to harm and furthermore there was something about the
farmer disliking wombats due to burrowing around their dams. It is often the case
that once they have this licence to harm it is open slather when it comes to animal
cruelty. Furthermore there is literally no one policing those who have a licence to
harm.

Questions were asked in Parliament about this issue.

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/hp/housepaper/29267/QuestionsAndAnswers-
LC-43-20230707-Proof.pdf

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lc/papers/Pages/qanda-tracking-
details.aspx?pk=96105

| went to the media about the wombat at Bungendore and despite this issue making
it to the Ministers office, it was never resolved to my satisfaction.

There was a monumental amount of evidence, statements were obtained (by me),
there were several witnesses, there was a lot of photographic and video evidence,



and we also had expert evidence from a vet.

it is hardly surprising so much material
was redacted in this case when | made the GIPA application on behalf of a client
who was a neighbour to the people who trapped the wombat, leaving it in pain and
suffering for days.

Thank you for considering this submission.

Yours sincerely,





