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Dear Committee Members, 

 

The work of this committee in reviewing the' Inquiry into licenses to harm Native Animals' is so 
important and thank you for your consideration of all points of view. 

 

Living on a bush block in the Deua River Valley in southern NSW has made us so aware of the 
amazing wildlife around us, including a beautiful family of dingoes who come to the Deuu River 
to drink from the National Park and call out with their haunting high pitched long barks to our 
own Border Collies. They must be protected, along with our other native animals. 

Here on the far south coast in the seaside town of Narooma, a Hunting Festival was held for many 
years on the (then) Queens Birthday weekend in June. This so called festival where recreational 
hunters displayed their recent kill of deer, goats and other animals in a photography competition, 
and children under 16 were given free entry , ammunition was sold along with a gun display, and 
quite young children were given the opportunity to practice shooting stuffed animals in an adapted 
container. 

 

Stories filtered through after these weekends of wounded animals and their young left to die in the 
bush , and on some occasions kangaroos were found with arrows lodged in their sides or damage 
from air gun pellets from misdirected young people.. 

 

This hunting of our native animals caused unnecessary harm to not only the wildlife but to the 
young people of our area. Fortunately our Council did not renew the Hunting Festival license 
following the tragic Christchurch massacres on 15 /03/2019 ,and local cruelty to wildlife as we 
observed it, did cease. 

 

We held a seminar titled 'Your Children, Guns and Other Weapons', during the above 'Hunt-
Fest'period, and local vets and others , including a local farmer, gave presentations in support of 
not renewing the hunting licence.. 

 

So please end this use of cruelty as 'management' of our wildlife .There are much kinder ways than 
shooting, especially for recreational pleasure, or trapping and poisoning which cause so much 
suffering. . There are other ways of controlling numbers of wildlife that may damage farming 
property, or for example, the moss in the Alpine parks.. 

 

During recent bushfires which came through our beautiful valley, so many wildlife species were 
decimated, and we still do not have return of the possums and gliders 5 years later. 

So please in your considerations, think of strengthening protections for wildlife, create strong 
welfare laws , and do not reissue this' licence to harm'. 

 

Thankyou . 

 

Sincerely, 


