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Submission for the Inquiry into licences to harm native animals

My name is Lynne Bertram and I am writing to you as a concerned citizen. For many years now, I
have been horrified by the lack of concern for our native animals and natural environment by
successive governments, which have deemed profits to be more important than sustaining the
ecology.

In a country where our natural environment is prone to devastation from bush fires, floods
and storms, it would seem there are enough hazards for our native animals. When you add to
that the habitat devastation caused by land clearing and the logging, which continues to convert our
native forests into toilet paper, it is shocking to see that people can apply for licences to kill native
animals. Given that there are so many threats to native animals, not only from natural events but
from human predation, and introduced predators, further predation by humans seems unthinkable.

Much more effort needs to be put into coexisting with wildlife in compassionate ways, rather
than ‘managing’ it. This can be effected through the use of wildlife corridors, better, kinder
fencing and more empathy for the plight of native animals and more understanding of the vital role
they play in our natural systems. This approach must include educating people to understand that
animals are sentient and form strong bonds just like we do. They also have the right to live free and
natural lives.

The laws that apply to companion animals should be applied to all animals, as their realities are
no different and any differences are solely those of human perception. Currently native animals can
be subjected to cruel and harmful practices such as night shooting and aerial culling, both of which
can separate mothers and babies and leave injured animals that then suffer dreadful deaths, as do the
animals caught in leg traps and those who are affected by the dreadful poisons that then move
through the ecosystems affecting far more than just the target animals. All of these practices are
cruel and the harm, immeasurable. They must be banned.

The current, cruel methods must be banned and replaced with a policy of coexistence that
encourages respect for, and emphasises the importance of, wildlife and wild environments. Our
native animals should be treasured and their lives should never be sacrificed for a quick profit or
convenience. New laws that reflect the value of native animals need to be made and then
independently monitored to ensure the survival of our native animal species.

To ensure that the new laws are followed, all licence applications, and any decisions and
restrictions attached to the licence applications must be published. This oversight should be
conducted by an independent body to ensure that all practices with regard to wildlife, are non-
lethal. Currently-held licences should be phased out and new licences should clearly stipulate non-
lethal wildlife co-existence advice.

Thank you for considering this submission. I hope this is the beginning of a better informed, more
understanding, and much kinder and more respectful attitude towards our precious native animals.

Yours sincerely,
Lynne Bertram
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