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Thank you to the Animal Welfare Committee for this inquiry into and report on licenses 
to harm native animals. From working in the field of rescue and rehabilitation of native 
animals, I consider this is a much needed review and contend that reform needs to be a 
priority for animal welfare and biodiversity reasons. 

 

Key concerns include animal welfare issues around the methods of killing - shooting , 
trapping and poison. Each approach has problems and can lead to inhumane suffering. 

In terms of shooting - the current regulations require no species identification test, this 
can lead to non target species being killed. Also there is no reporting of animals injured 
only - inaccurate body shots lead to prolonged pain. Poisoning results in slow and 
painful deaths to the target species and also risks secondary 

poisons. 

There is a lack of transparency around licensed killing . This is an invisible cost of food 
production- who knew farmers can kill a range of native birds on the basis of damage to 
crops? 

We do not know the ecological costs of killings - we do not have reliable data on many 
species population numbers, we do fully understand animal and bird relationships to 
each other or within broader ecological communities. We should remember we are only 
just understanding our own health for example , endometriosis has long been ignored - 
We should not assume or presume animals dont suffer in the same way as humans - 
sentience is only just being recognised. 

 

We are in an era of uncertainty where many species are under threat - I feel we need to 
rethink our approach to living and being part of nature . We need to learn to co exist and 
reduce the suffering of our native birds and animals. 


