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Dear Committee members, 

I have only just this evening had this enquiry brought to my attention and had to read twice its 
name: Inquiry into licences to harm native animals. Surely, I thought, this can’t be right. A 
licence to kill native animals, humanely, when, for example, their numbers are ‘out of control’, is 
one thing; but to “harm” – really?! 

I have looked at the terms of reference and except for those terms concerned with the welfare of 
the animals, I see them as nothing more than matters of administration. 

I am unequivocally opposed to any measure which enables harm being done to any animals, 
including any native animals.  

If licences ‘must’ be issued, for properly substantiated environmental reasons, then I ask that 
they be conditioned on there being no “harm” being done to any animal but that if they must be 
killed, for ‘the greater good’, then it must be done expertly and humanely.  

“Harm” conveys the idea of injury and suffering. Licences, if they ‘must’ be issued for the 
purposes I have mentioned, must be ONLY for the humane killing of these animals. There must 
be no suffering. 

And in whatever recommendations the committee may make, I ask that they require complete 
transparency in the conduct of the issuing of licences and in the statistics which must be 
gathered during and published at the end of each reporting period. 

To repeat, I am unequivocally opposed to any harm being done to any animal! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Cormick 

 

 

 




