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Submission to Licence to harm report

Dear Committee Members

| oppose the current licensing system that allows the legal killing of native animals in NSW. |
strongly urge the committee to take immediate and decisive action by recommending robust,
independent oversight, significantly stronger protections for wildlife, transparent public
reporting, and a firm, enforceable shift away from harmful control methods. Now is the time to
demonstrate leadership and commitment to true coexistence with our native animals—adopt
these recommendations and make a lasting difference.

Background

There is no national system of monitoring animal deaths via this licensing system. The Humane
Society International has presented a disturbing report that quantifies the animal deaths
Australia wide.

e Between 2021-2023, licences were issued to kill 4,579,839 native animals.
e In 2023, licences were issued to kill 1,222,507 native animals.

e Since 2017, almost 17,000 licenses have been issued, resulting in the deaths of around
1.9 million animals. Lethal methods cause suffering and do not provide long-term
solutions.

e Our biodiversity is declining, the number of threatened species is increasing, and
ecosystems are experiencing collapse—this report highlights a shockingly complacent
lack of accountability for the ecological consequences of widespread wildlife killing.

¢ Killing as the default solution to human-wildlife interactions has got to be phased out.
Methods of killing are cruel, conflicts, and instead move towards innovative and
humane solutions that foster living side by side, or coexistence.

My Statement

| oppose the current licensing system that allows the legal killing of native animals in NSW.
| firmly believe that native animals have an inherent right to coexist with humans in this land.

| grew up in regional NSW and witnessed the worst of human interaction with wildlife, but it’s
the human attitudes that kept me awake at night. Where did such violent attitudes towards
animals come from? | had many pets as a child —rabbits, wallabies, birds, chickens —and | grew
to love the way they adapted and interacted with humans. Why can't we adapt and coexist with
them? They can teach us a lot about living and working together.

The Humane Society International report cannot estimate the number of unrecorded deaths,
and itis likely that the true death rate is higher. My experience living in Goulburn has exposed
me to disturbing details of animal deaths within this community. For example: The Mulwaree
High School incident in April 2025, where kangaroos were killed on school grounds, generated
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substantial public outrage on both sides of the debate. This incident revealed the underlying
issue of animal atrocities present in the community.

Another example of animal cruelty locally was heard in the Queanbeyan court on 16 December
2025, when a man from Bywong was charged with aggravated animal cruelty after he dragged
an unconscious kangaroo behind his car for hundreds of metres and just dumped it. There was
another example of this in Goulburn some years back, but this was carried out by a local
policeman!!! What does that say about the standing of native animals in our community? These
are the things that humans do to animals when they think they are not observed or accountable.

Christine Bryan





