Submission
No 193

INQUIRY INTO LICENCES TO HARM NATIVE ANIMALS

Name:

Date Received:

Name suppressed

19 December 2025




* Submission to the Inquiry into the Licence to Harm Native Animals *

I am making this submission to the NSW Inquiry into the Licence to Harm as a
landholder, animal carer, business owner, and parent who has lived directly alongside
licensed shooting activities and has experienced firsthand the profound harm this
system causes to wildlife, domestic animals, families, livelihoods, and community
safety.

What is described in policy language as “management” is, in lived reality, a sustained
and terrifying war on nature that spills far beyond fence lines and into homes, families,
livelihoods, and nervous systems.

This inquiry must understand that the impacts of licensed killing are not abstract or
contained. They are visceral, traumatic, and ongoing.

** Living Beside Licensed Violence **

Living next to licensed shooters is horrifying.

Night after night, we have endured spotlighting that sweeps across our paddocks and
into private spaces — including bedrooms. We live with the sound of high-powered
firearms being discharged near our home. We do not know who is shooting, whether
they are following rules, whether they are sober, or whether they are familiar with
boundaries.

One of our friends tells a terrifying tale of four men all shooting out the windows of a car
into his alpaca paddock from the side of the road.

This is not theoretical fear. [t means constant, embodied vigilance.

You do not sleep properly. You do not feel safe on your own land. You live with the
knowledge that a single mistake could cost a life.



This is what a war zone feels like.

** Impacts on Animals — Wildlife and Domestic **

The trauma inflicted does not stop with the animals being targeted. And with graziers
that is kangaroos, called “vermin” and “feral pests” because they dare to exist, and
might interfere with their profits by eating grass.

One shooter told me he “gets stuck into the roos” morning and night. Another shooter
was witnessed collecting kangaroo bodies with his tractor that he had shot the night
before. It took him all morning.

Kangaroos are keystone species and an integral part of the natural world. They are
sweet and deeply loving of their families. | once witnessed a kangaroo mum clutching
her young, absolutely frozen in fear, because her mate has just been shot. Her shock
and grief were palpable.

With a “licence to harm”, the wildlife are terrorised — chased, wounded, killed, often
left to die. But the sounds of constant explosive gun shots also impact all species,
including domestic animals unfortunate enough to live near constant shooting.

My own horses were severely traumatised by constant shooting this past autumn.

* | lost two horses directly to stress-related complications.

* Four others developed colic as a result of prolonged fear and disruption.

* | am still actively nursing one animal whose health has not recovered.

These were not isolated incidents. They occurred during periods of intense nearby
shooting activity.



Animals do not understand licences. They only understand fear.

** Human Cost: Mental Health and Livelihood **

The human cost is equally devastating.

A close neighbour has had her business’ signage shot. This is considered “fun” by young
people with lethal weapons? Did they have a “licence to harm native animals” and
decide to shoot up other things as well? Were they drunk? or just bored?

With lethal weapons in their hands.

| personally was unable to continue my business during this period of shooting earlier
this year, and lost my income entirely. The stress, unpredictability, and constant danger
made it impossible to function or work safely from home without the intruding noise of
repeated gun shots being fired.

My daughter now suffers anxiety attacks as a direct result of living with neighbours’
gunfire, spotlighting, and fear at night. No one should have to feel unsafe in their own
home because a man with a lethal weapon chooses to shoot animals that are beloved,
right on your boundary because he either thinks it is fun or is more interested in making
a profit than trying co-exist with other beings.

This is not “management.”

This creates collective trauma.

We don’t need a “licence to harm.” It is a failure to think of killing as “management”. And
the encouragement of this idea that killing with a lethal weapon is something you do
when you visit the countryside is also dangerous and irresponsible.



All animals and people deserve to live in peace.

** A Dangerous Precedent **

We must ask ourselves: what kind of country are we becoming?

A system that grants licences to kill normalises violence as a solution. It creates a
culture where lethal weapons are used casually, recreationally, and often with
enthusiasm. We do not need a licence to harm. We need leadership that understands
ecology, ethics, and public safety. We need conservation and “management” with
compassion.

The tragic shooting that occurred this past Sunday is a stark reminder that lethal
weapons, once normalised and widespread, do not remain neatly contained within
rules and intentions. Violence leaks. It escalates. It destroys lives.

** |n Conclusion **

Killing native animals with lethal weapons is not management. It is not conservation.
And it does not make communities safer.

It traumatises wildlife. It devastates domestic animals. It destroys livelihoods. And it
leaves families living in fear.

I urge this inquiry to listen to those of us who live with the consequences — not on
paper, butin our bodies, our homes, and our losses.

We need a future based on coexistence, non-lethal strategies, ecological
understanding, and compassion — not one that continues to legitimise violence against
nature and normalise terror in rural and peri-urban communities.



** Failure of Duty of Care and Public Safety **

The NSW Government has a duty of care not only to wildlife, but to neighbouring
landholders, families, and communities. The foreseeable risks of licensed shooting —
including misidentification of targets, firearm discharge near homes, spotlighting into
private residences, and the psychological and physical impacts on people and animals
— are well known.

Yet these very real costs are routinely externalised onto innocent neighbours who have
no consent, no recourse, and no protection.

A regulatory framework that allows lethal weapons to be used at night, near homes,
with minimal oversight, places the public at unacceptable risk. It is not reasonable to
expect families, children, or animal carers to absorb this danger as collateral damage of
a licensing system that prioritises killing over safety and coexistence.

Killing is not management. And guns and rifles are lethal weapons. Lethal and weapon
need to be emphasised here.

We need to provide habitat for those living wild, where they feel safe and can enjoy
peace. A “licence to harm” seriously turns the countryside into a war against nature, at
a time when we should be doing everything we can to protect her.

Thank you for considering this submission.



