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Inquiry into Licences to Harm Native Animals

This is an important inquiry, and | sincerely hope it doesn’t become a tick and flick
exercise. | am a long-term wildlife carer and a beef producer. | am especially concerned
about the commercial exploitation of macropods, but my comments also apply to other
species that are harmed because of human selfishness being unable to coexist with
wildlife.

Change the language of “management”

The language presented by government agencies such as the office of Environment and
Heritage refers to management. A term which encourages land holders actively engage
with “managing” wildlife rather than leave their management to the nation (via
government agencies). Such decision making varies greatly with some landholders
thinking all wildlife needs to go for economic reasons while others will be more tolerant.

Consequently, there is no objective measurement of wildlife abundance using a
scientific orindependent measurement. No standards are published for geographical
areas such as the Dry Stock Equivalents (DSE) that are sometimes published with land
sales.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences-and-permits/wildlife-licences/licences-
to-control-or-harm/licences-to-harm-kangaroos

Revoke the ability of Volunteer non-commercial
kangaroo shooting and reduce availability of gun
licences for non-occupational shooters.

The 2018 “initiative” allowed volunteer shooters to support landholders.
The changes included:

e Physical tags are now no longer required, and this reduces the accountability of
numbers slaughtered or maimed.



e Allowing any number of shooters operate under a landholder licence at any time
encourages non-professionals to shoot without awareness of the National Code
of Practice for the Humane Shooting of Kangaroos and Wallabies For Non-
commercial Purposes.
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/code-conduct-non-
commercial.pdf

e Shooters no longer need to be listed on the landholder’s licence at the time of
application and only need to be listed on landholder licence returns after culling
operations. Again, this presents a reduction in oversight of the cruelty inflicted
on our wildlife. It also provides justification for obtaining gun licences for non-
occupational shooters. There is no objective measurement of the abundance of
a species or whether the shooting is to gratify cruelty and sport.

Lax controls, such as are allowed by this change and give justification for unskilled
shooters to wreak havoc on our wildlife and even domestic animals. They provide
loose justification for any random person to obtain gun licences and go blasting
away such as this recent example from the Police News where a man travelled from
the central coast to go shooting at Bourke.

Ban the use of native animals in commercial production

If the Government recognises the need to protect native animals under the Biodiversity
Conservation Act 2016, then they should ban the use of native animal products in
products such as dog food, toys and leather production. There is adequate protein



production by farmers and abattoirs who are required to conform to strict welfare
guidelines such as section 7 of the POCTA Act.

Whatis needed instead is humane, non-lethal management as the default and promote
true coexistence through education, habitat protection and wildlife-friendly practices.

Increased oversight of wildlife protection

Lack of transparency and poor oversight mean that the existing licences and practices
of non-occupational shooters rarely occur. Just as we have highway patrols to police
driving and vehicles we need “wildlife police” to monitor the welfare of wildlife and their
environments. Some examples of where this needs to occur is during land
development, at kangaroo carcass chiller boxes and on all public lands especially on
public holidays.

Conclusion

Licences to harm are cruel and outdated. Our wildlife, especially kangaroos, need
protection, not persecution. As a country we don’t seem to learn from our history where
we shot the Thylacine into extinction, and the harvesting of Koala pelts was a
commercial activity. We are already seeing to local extinction of kangaroo mobs with
some mobs being forced to move into suburbia and onto golf courses to eke out an
existence.

There are better ways to prevent conflict, wildlife-friendly fencing and habitat planning,
that don’t cause suffering. We can promote education and start by reviewing and
updating the language of government departments such as local land services and the
DPINSW.

I call on the to end the use of lethal control and replace it with non-violent
management and education that values coexistence.
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