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My name is and I am a resident of . 

 

As many others, and so should our Government, I care deeply about the welfare of 
native animals for many reasons – they are the backbone of our ecosystem and without 
an adequate number of native animals our entire ecosystem is at risk. I’m extremely 
concerned about the current “licences to harm” system and the suffering it causes to 
native wildlife. What type of morals are you setting for a Country who ‘permits’ people to 
actively harm its native Fauna. 

 

These licences legally allow people to kill, injure or otherwise harm protected native 
animals — often for reasons such as property damage or economic impacts, even 
where humane alternatives exist. 

 

In 2023 alone, over 650,000 native animals were authorised to be harmed under these 
licences, including kangaroos, wombats, possums, wallabies and birds. Since 2017, 
this has amounted to millions of animals. 

 

The current system causes immense suffering through shooting, trapping and 
poisoning, often with little oversight or independent monitoring to ensure animal 
welfare. 

 

There is insufficient transparency — the public and even animal advocates have limited 
access to data about how many animals are harmed, why licences are issued, or 
whether non-lethal methods were properly tried first. 

 

Many animals are mothers with dependent young, meaning young go hungry or die 
when mothers are harmed. 

 

I respectfully request the Committee recommend the following changes to the Licence 
to Harm system: 

 

1. Shift to Non-Lethal Wildlife Management 



- End the routine use of lethal methods like shooting, trapping and poisoning as wildlife 
“management”. 

- Adopt humane, evidence-based non-lethal options as the default — such as wildlife-
friendly fencing, exclusion devices, habitat planning, education and coexistence 
strategies. 

- Protect mothers and dependent young — lethal control should not leave young 
animals to suffer. 

 

2. Strengthen Protections and Oversight 

- Introduce enforceable animal welfare protections that apply equally to native wildlife. 

- Require independent monitoring of all licence decisions, with regular public reporting 
on outcomes and compliance. 

- Ban undeniably cruel practices such as night-shooting, poisoning and leg-hold traps. 

 

3. Transparency and Accountability 

- Publish all licence applications, decisions, conditions and outcomes in an accessible 
public register. 

- Establish truly independent review mechanisms so decisions prioritise welfare, not 
convenience. 

 

4. Education, Coexistence and Cultural Change 

- Educate landholders and the community about coexisting safely with native animals. 

- Promote the ecological importance of native species and encourage respectful, 
compassionate attitudes toward wildlife. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission. I hope the Committee will 
recommend reforms that bring greater compassion, transparency and accountability to 
how NSW treats its native animals. Native wildlife deserves protection, humane 
management and the chance to live free from unnecessary suffering. 




