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Thank you for this enquiry. 

I am a Minister of Religion as well as a wildlife rehabilitator and carer which I've been 
doing for 11 years. 

 

This is very concerning to me for multiple reasons. 

1. Wildlife and invasive species are sentient beings and are simply try and deserve to be 
treated with respect and kindness. 

 

2. While I recognise there are many people with guns for recreational purposes who are 
generally responsible, it only takes a they, or a personal mental health illness, to change 
what those guns may be used for. 

 

3. I live in a suburban area and we have had to rescue multiple birds who have been 
shot and injured, usually requiring euthanasia. The perpetrators have not been found. 
This person(s) would never be granted a Licence to Harm but will do so anyway. Access 
to a gun is the issue. 

 

4. I recognise we have competing land use. We have been very poor at planning to allow 
for coexistence. Farmers need to be encouraged and perhaps compensated to leave 
some areas for wildlife. 

 

5. Population counts of species seem to vary enormously depending on who's counting 
eg the kangaroo meat industry or wildlife carers or others. We need independent, 
quality species counts. 

Recently I drove to Broken Hill and saw very few macropods but countless goats. These 
need to be controlled but in a humane manner. 

 

6. There are many, many occasions where wildlife carers have had to rescue macropods 
with jaws half blown off etc. Whether duw to licensed harvesters or recreational 
shooters I do not know, but this is a regular occurrence and it is appalling. Where does 
'aggravated cruelty to animals' come into play with this? 

 

7. It will be impossible to monitor. 



 

8. Wildlife exist in social groups. Destroying certain members eg the patriarchs or 
matriarchs of certain species cause huge harm. 

 

8. What about dependent young? We have seen the disaster of tree felling with more 
than 50 chicks in hollows. What if the parent birds were targeted in a licence to harm 
situation and all those chicks died of starvation? And of course there's the at foot Joey's 
etc. How can it be considered humane to club then to death and who is going to monitor 
how that is done? 

 

Please protect our wildlife. They have enough challenges with development, land 
clearing and climate change. We need to have a healthy biodiverse environment for our 
own sakes as well as theirs. 

 

Thank you, 

 




