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Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Licences to Harm Native Animals 

 

I am writing to make a submission to the NSW Parliamentary inquiry into licences to 
harm native animals. I welcome the opportunity to contribute to this inquiry, as the 
current system raises serious ethical, welfare, and transparency concerns that I believe 
require urgent reform. 

 

I am an Australian citizen and resident who deeply values Australia’s native wildlife. 
Native animals are not only integral to our ecosystems, but are also a defining part of 
our natural heritage and identity. I believe we have a responsibility to protect them from 
unnecessary harm and to manage human–wildlife interactions in ways that are ethical, 
evidence-based, and compassionate. 

 

My concern for native animals is grounded in a belief that their lives have intrinsic value, 
and that public policy should reflect community expectations around animal welfare, 
environmental stewardship, and humane treatment. 

 

My Concerns About the Current Licensing System: 

 

I am deeply concerned about the current system that permits the harming and killing of 
native animals under licence. 

 

Firstly, the system enables practices that are inherently cruel. Licences often allow 
lethal control methods that cause suffering, distress, and prolonged deaths. Of 
particular concern is the killing of mothers with dependent young, which results not 
only in the death of adult animals but also in the starvation, exposure, or injury of joeys 
and other dependent offspring. This raises serious animal welfare issues that are 
inconsistent with contemporary community values. 

 

Secondly, there is a significant lack of oversight and accountability. Once licences are 
issued, there appears to be limited monitoring of how they are used, whether conditions 
are complied with, or how many animals are actually killed. This lack of transparency 
makes it impossible for the public, and even regulators, to be confident that licence 
conditions are followed or that animal welfare is being adequately protected. 



 

As a result, it is highly likely that many more animals are being harmed or killed than the 
number authorised under permits. Without rigorous reporting, independent auditing, 
and meaningful enforcement, the system lacks credibility and fails to meet basic 
standards of good governance. 

 

What I Would Like to See Changed: 

 

I urge the Committee to recommend substantial reform of the licensing framework, 
including: 

 

Making humane, non-lethal management the default approach for managing 
interactions with native animals, with lethal control permitted only as a genuine last 
resort. 

 

Strengthening oversight, transparency, and reporting requirements, including 
mandatory public reporting of licences issued, animals harmed, and compliance 
outcomes. 

 

Ensuring that the welfare of every animal is protected, including explicit safeguards for 
mothers with dependent young, and prohibitions on practices that cause avoidable 
suffering. 

 

Investing in and promoting true coexistence strategies, including community education, 
habitat protection, wildlife-friendly property practices, and non-lethal deterrents that 
reduce conflict without killing animals. 

 

These measures would better align policy with scientific understanding, animal welfare 
principles, and public expectations. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to make this submission and 
for your consideration of these issues. I hope this inquiry leads to meaningful change 



that strengthens protections for native animals in NSW, improves transparency and 
accountability, and reflects a commitment to humane and ethical wildlife management. 

 

I respectfully urge the Committee to recommend reforms that move away from harm 
and towards coexistence, ensuring a better future for Australia’s native animals and the 
ecosystems we all depend on. 

 

Joanne Bell 


