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Dear Committee 

My name is Diane Roberts and I am 69 yrs old. I have seen such a devastating destruction of wildlife and 
their habitat since my childhood in Australia. I cannot understand how we continue to destroy and eradicate 
our unique and wonderful wildlife as if they are of no consequence. Australia has become a nation of shame, 
known throughout the world as having the highest extinction rates of native species. When will we stop this? 
When we have no more wildlife? 

For me, personally, there are two horrendous acts of ‘wildlife management’ that particularly show how 
backwards, how disconnected we have become. The continuance of using 1080 poison, which kills 
indiscriminately, and the shooting of our wonderful kangaroos and wallabies in huge numbers. Independent 
reports of increasing extinctions seem to have no effect upon our laws. This must change. And it will only 
change if the laws change, if politicians effect those changes. 

Please consider the options below and ban 1080 and stop the indiscriminate shooting of our iconic 
kangaroos. 

1. Transition to Non-Lethal Wildlife Management 

The use of lethal methods such as shooting, trapping, and poisoning should no longer be relied upon as 
routine wildlife management tools. These approaches raise significant animal welfare concerns and do not 
align with contemporary best practice in wildlife management. Government policy should prioritise humane, 
evidence-based alternatives that protect animal welfare while maintaining ecological integrity. 

A greater emphasis should be placed on coexistence strategies. Investment in non-lethal conflict prevention 
measures—including wildlife-safe infrastructure, land-use and habitat planning, and community 
education—can reduce human–wildlife conflict while supporting long-term ecological outcomes. 

Wildlife management practices must account for the social structures of animals, including the presence of 
dependent young. Actions that result in the abandonment, starvation, or indirect harm of juveniles should be 
avoided. Management frameworks should explicitly include safeguards to protect breeding individuals and 
dependent offspring. And the commercial harvesting of the kangaroo needs to stop, as this is leading to local 
extinctions because farmers and shooters are invested in this as a profit making scheme, not because there is 
any real harm to their crops or animals. The public see this industry as inhumane. 

Example: 
Licences authorising harm to wildlife are increasingly inconsistent with community expectations and 
modern animal welfare standards. Effective non-lethal alternatives, such as wildlife-friendly fencing, habitat 
modification, and deterrence measures, are available and should be prioritised. 1080 should be banned 
altogether as many countries have already done so and shown there are other methods of management which 
works.  

2. Wildlife Protection to be Strengthened. 

Establish enforceable animal welfare standards. Native wildlife should be afforded clear and enforceable 
legal protections from cruelty, consistent with those provided to companion and domestic animals. Wildlife 
management frameworks must explicitly prioritise animal welfare alongside environmental and land-use 
considerations. 

Improve independent oversight and transparency. All wildlife management decisions and activities should 
be subject to independent monitoring, with regular public reporting on approvals, compliance, enforcement 
actions, and animal welfare outcomes. Transparent reporting is essential to ensure accountability and 
maintain public confidence in government decision-making. 



Prohibit inhumane practices. Methods known to cause significant pain, distress, or prolonged suffering—
including night shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold trapping, and the use of poisons—should be permanently 
prohibited under legislation. 

Example: 
Native wildlife should be protected by robust welfare laws, rather than exemptions that permit harm. Current 
licensing arrangements often lack effective oversight (it is impossible to monitor every shooting) once 
approval is granted, limiting transparency and accountability. Clear legislative standards, independent 
monitoring, and the prohibition of inhumane practices are necessary to ensure wildlife management aligns 
with contemporary animal welfare expectations. 

3. Coexistence-Based Approaches need to be promoted and prioritised. 

Support genuine coexistence between people and native wildlife. Government policy and funding should 
prioritise education and community engagement initiatives that increase understanding of the ecological 
roles of native animals, including their contributions to soil health, biodiversity, pollination, and seed 
dispersal. 

Promote wildlife-friendly infrastructure and habitat protection. Incentives and guidance should be provided 
to encourage the use of wildlife-friendly fencing, gates, and land management practices. Habitat restoration, 
connectivity, and protection should be prioritised to enable native animals to live safely within their natural 
ranges. 

Recognise the intrinsic value of native wildlife. Wildlife management frameworks should acknowledge that 
native animals have intrinsic ecological value and should be able to live without unnecessary harm, 
consistent with principles of conservation and animal welfare. 

Maintain ecological balance through species protection. Policies should support the protection of 
ecologically significant species, including apex predators such as dingoes, and recognise kangaroos as a 
keystone species essential to the health and functioning of Australian ecosystems. 

Example: 
Rather than allocating public funds to lethal control or deterrence programs, governments should invest in 
habitat protection, ecological restoration, and coexistence initiatives that support native wildlife and the 
ecosystems they sustain. 

4. Transparency and Accountability 

Ensure public access to information. All wildlife management licence applications, approvals, conditions, 
and enforcement outcomes should be publicly available in a timely and accessible manner. Transparent 
reporting is essential to enable public scrutiny and informed policy evaluation. 

Introduce independent review mechanisms. An independent and appropriately qualified body should be 
established to assess wildlife management decisions, including licence approvals, to ensure that non-lethal 
and least-harm alternatives are rigorously considered and prioritised in all cases. 

Reform and phase out opaque licensing arrangements. Current licensing frameworks should be reviewed and 
progressively phased out as humane, non-violent management approaches are implemented. Any future 
decision-making processes must be guided by clear, enforceable animal welfare criteria and subject to 
independent oversight. 

Example: 
There is limited transparency regarding the outcomes of wildlife management licences once they are issued. 
The public has a legitimate interest in understanding how many animals are affected, under what 



circumstances, and with what welfare impacts. Full disclosure of licence data, independent review, and 
clearly defined welfare standards are necessary to ensure accountability and prevent unnecessary harm. 

5. Education and Compassion 

Promote community awareness and engagement. Government initiatives should support education programs 
that help communities understand the ecological roles of native wildlife and provide practical guidance on 
coexisting safely and humanely with animals. 

Foster a cultural shift toward empathy and stewardship. Public campaigns and educational initiatives should 
encourage respect for wildlife, emphasising non-violent management, ecological responsibility, and the 
intrinsic value of all species. Shifting community attitudes from fear and control toward knowledge and 
compassion can reduce human–wildlife conflict and support long-term conservation outcomes. 

Example: 
Communities benefit when they are informed and supported to live peacefully alongside wildlife. Education 
and awareness programs can replace fear with understanding, highlighting that every species contributes to 
healthy ecosystems and has a rightful place in our shared environment. 

 

I hope the Committee will support the public on this matter. Because it affects the public far more than 
farmers and hunters would have you believe. Having guns go off near where you live or even on a country 
walk is extremely worrying. It stops visits to the countryside or being able to enjoy it. And guns are now 
getting nearer to housing as housing expands regionally. Likewise with 1080 where there has been many 
reports of both unintended wildlife and domestic animals dying. Australia belongs to all of us not just a few. 

I thank you for your time and consideration 

Regards 

Diane Roberts. 
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