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My name is David Regal. I have a number of concerns about the current system and 
have a few suggestions. 

 

Strengthen Wildlife Protections 

 

Create enforceable welfare laws. Native animals deserve the same protection from 
cruelty as companion animals. 

 

Independent monitoring and transparency. Oversight of all wildlife management 
decisions must be independent, with regular public reporting of data, compliance and 
welfare outcomes. 

 

Ban cruel methods outright. Practices such as night-shooting, leg-hold traps and 
poisons inflict extreme suffering and must be permanently prohibited. 

 

������ Example: Native animals should be protected by strong welfare laws, not exceptions 
that allow cruelty. There is little oversight once a licence is issued, and animals can be 
shot, trapped or poisoned without transparency. It’s time for clear laws, independent 
monitoring, and a total ban on practices that cause pain and distress. 

 

Invest in Coexistence 

 

Support genuine coexistence. Focus on education about the role native wildlife play in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems, from enriching soil and improving biodiversity to 
supporting pollination and seed dispersal. 

 

Encourage wildlife-friendly fencing and gates, and prioritise habitat restoration and 
protection to help animals live safely where they belong. 

 

Recognise that native animals have an intrinsic right to live freely and without harm. 

 



Promote ecological balance by protecting apex predators such as dingoes and 
acknowledging kangaroos as a keystone species essential to the health of Australia’s 
landscapes. 

 

������ Example: Instead of funding lethal control or deterrent programs, the government 
should invest in habitat protection and coexistence initiatives that respect the rights of 
native animals and the ecosystems they sustain. 

 

Transparency and Accountability 

 

Public access to information. Publish all licence applications, decisions and 
enforcement data. 

 

Independent review. Establish an impartial body to evaluate any wildlife management 
decisions, ensuring non-lethal alternatives are always prioritised. 

 

End opaque licensing. Phase out current permits as humane, non-violent methods 
become available, and require clear welfare criteria for any future decision-making. 

 

������ Example: There is almost no oversight of what happens once a licence is issued. The 
public deserves to know how many animals are being harmed and why. Licence data 
should be fully transparent and independently reviewed. Without oversight, suffering 
continues in the dark. We need a system based on openness, accountability and 
compassion. 


