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Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am writing as a concerned Australian who deeply values the protection of native 
animals and our shared responsibility to coexist with wildlife. As someone who cares 
strongly about animal welfare and environmental sustainability, I am disturbed by the 
current licensing system in NSW that allows the legal killing of native animals. 

 

Since 2017, almost 17,000 licences have been issued, resulting in the deaths of an 
estimated 1.9 million native animals. This scale of harm is alarming. The use of lethal 
control methods raises serious concerns about animal suffering, particularly when 
mothers and dependent young are killed. These practices are not only inhumane, but 
they also fail to address the underlying causes of human–wildlife conflict in any 
meaningful or long-term way. 

 

I am also concerned about the lack of transparency and independent oversight in the 
current system. The public has limited visibility into how licences are assessed, how 
compliance is monitored, and whether non-lethal alternatives are genuinely considered 
first. Native animals are a public trust, and decisions that affect their lives should be 
subject to strong accountability and scrutiny. 

 

I urge the Committee to recommend meaningful reform, including: 

 

- Independent oversight of wildlife control licences 

 

- Stronger legal protections for native animals 

 

- Transparent public reporting on licence approvals and outcomes 

 

- A clear shift away from lethal methods toward non-lethal, evidence-based 
coexistence strategies 

 



Australia’s native animals are unique, sentient beings with intrinsic value. Policy 
settings should reflect respect for life, ecological balance, and ethical responsibility, 
rather than convenience-based killing. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. I sincerely hope this inquiry 
leads to stronger protections and a more compassionate approach to wildlife 
management in NSW. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 




