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Dear Committee Members, 

 

I oppose the current licensing system that allows the legal killing of native animals in 
NSW. Since 2017, almost 17,000 licences have been issued, resulting in the deaths of 
around 1.9 million animals. Lethal methods cause suffering and do not provide long-
term solutions and these actions, together with unprecedented natural disasters such 
as bush fires, are driving species to the brink. Stronger legal protections for native 
species in this country are required. 

 

These are wild animals simply trying to live in their own habitat. Many are mothers 
protecting young, or species already facing population pressures. Shooting, trapping 
and poisoning cause immense suffering, and there is little to no independent 
monitoring or transparency about what actually happens. 

 

The current system is failing both animals and the public’s expectation of humane 
treatment and accountability. 

 

The following points outline a pathway towards a better future in co-existence. 

 

1. Move Toward Non-Lethal Management - End the use of cruelty as “management.” 

2. Strengthening Protections for Wildlife - Create enforceable welfare laws with 
independent monitoring and transparency. 

3. Investment in Coexistence - foster ecological balance and recognise that native 
animals have an intrinsic right to live freely and without harm. 

4. Transparency and Accountability - including public access to information and 
independent review. 

5. Education and Compassion - to inform community and generate a cultural shift. 

 

I urge the Committee to recommend independent oversight, stronger protections for 
wildlife, transparent public reporting, and a shift away from harmful control methods 
toward true coexistence. 

 



Native animals have an intrinsic right to live safely on the land, and policies must reflect 
that. 

 

Thank you for considering this submission. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Anthony Little 


