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Dear Committee Members 

My name is  and I am writing to oppose the current licensing system that 
allows the legal killing of native animals in NSW. Lethal methods cause suffering and 
do not provide long-term solutions.  

Our native animals deserve compassion, not persecution. These harmful licences 
inflict immense cruelty, but solutions exist. NSW must transition from lethal methods 
to non-violent coexistence, valuing life through better fencing and habitat design, 
ensuring protection, not suffering. 

Humans are not separate from nature; we are part of it. Our survival depends on 
healthy ecosystems and the species within them. 

Practices such as night-shooting, aerial culling, leg-hold traps and poisons inflict 
extreme suffering and must be permanently prohibited. 

Some animals are likely to suffer from inaccurate body shots, and will not be killed 
instantly, leading to prolonged pain and suffering. All lethal methods disrupt family 
and social bonds and may result in orphaned young. 
Immediate welfare and conservation impacts to the individual animals licensed 
to be killed are just the beginning of the factors that should be considered in 
informed decision making. 
Over the past decade, scientific evidence has increasingly shown that animal 
sentience is more widespread than once believed. All vertebrates, and some 
invertebrates such as cephalopods and crustaceans, are now widely recognised as 
capable of experiencing feelings like pain and distress. 

Animals deserve rights because they are sentient beings capable of feeling pain and 
suffering, and it is our moral duty to protect and respect their rights. 

Examples taken from  

LICENCE TO KILL The shocking scale of licensed wildlife killing in Australia 

But between 2021–2023, 5,845 black swans were shot by private landholders in 
Tasmania under Property Protection Permits. Many of the swans likely endured slow, 
painful deaths from their gun wounds. As black swans mate for life, the loss of a 
partner will cause further distress to a surviving bird and have a negative impact on 
populations. 

In 2022, the Department of Natural Resources and Environment received media 
attention for allowing shooters to kill up to 200 black swans in Tasmania’s 

Central Highlands. The swans were blamed for fouling waters inhabited by trout—a 
non-native species introduced to Tasmania for recreational fishing. 

This is a stark example of native wildlife being persecuted to protect a species 
introduced for human leisure. 



The committee needs to Mandate the public release of all licensing applications, 
decisions, and associated enforcement data, to ensure there is open and transparent 
management of information regarding licensing processes, decisions, and 
enforcement actions.  I’m not sure how this will be done but the public needs to be 
kept in the loop as we care about our beautiful country and the unique animals that 
need to be protected at all costs 

Kind Regards. 

  

 




