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I am writing this submission today to share some of the impacts that volunteers 
experience associated with the granting of licences to harm, especially related to 
Eastern Grey Kangaroos. My name is Fiona Joy and I am a volunteer wildlife carer in 
the Central West area of NSW. I am also the current chairperson of the Central West 
Branch of WIRES. The following is a true account of a recent experience of one of 
our dedicated volunteers, Di W. Di is a wildlife carer and is also one of our volunteer 
shooters who is almost daily required to euthanise injured wildlife, the majority 
caused by vehicle accidents.  
 
A call came through to WIRES call centre earlier this year 
reporting a large male kangaroo with a bullet hole in his 
shoulder. The neighbour reported that the adjoining property 
had completed a cull of kangaroos over the previous few 
nights. Di arrived to find a very distressing scene of not only 
needing to locate and euthanise the kangaroo with a bullet 
hole in his shoulder, but of many small joeys too young to be 
without their mothers, hopping around the paddock very 
distressed. As wildlife carers we know that these joeys will 
not survive. Unfortunately, this is not an isolated case. 
 
It seems that once a licence to harm has been granted, there 
is no oversight or follow-up by National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) that the cull has been undertaken by 
professionals or that they have followed the associated National Code of Practice for 
the Humane Shooting of Kangaroos and Wallabies for Non-commercial Purposes.  
 
Furthermore, NPWS need to attend the property prior to granting the licence to harm 
to ascertain the actual number and species of wildlife on the property, not just go by 
what has been reported by the property owner. A female wallaroo looks very similar 
to an eastern grey kangaroo, and they regularly graze together. Following the 
granting of a licence to harm, and a cull being undertaken, NPWS should be 
attending to ensure that pouches have been checked, the number of wildlife killed 
has not been exceeded, that the correct species have been killed and that there are 
no injured or orphaned joeys or adults still on the property. 
 
There needs to be significant changes to how and when a licence to harm is granted 
and overseen and I truly hope that this inquiry is able to make the changes that are 
desperately needed for the welfare of all the wildlife that are affected. 
 
 
Your consideration of my submission is appreciated. 
 
Fiona Joy 

 
 




