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I welcome the opportunity to make a submission to the Inquiry into dingoes in 
national parks in New South Wales. 

 

I support stronger protection for dingoes in NSW national parks and believe current 
management practices should be reviewed in light of contemporary ecological 
science, animal welfare considerations and First Nations knowledge. 

 

National parks exist to conserve native wildlife and functioning ecosystems. It 
seems inconsistent that Australia's largest native terrestrial predator can still be 
trapped, poisoned and shot within areas set aside for conservation. Decisions about 
dingo management should be guided by independent scientific evidence rather 
than outdated assumptions or broad classifications of all dingoes as "wild dogs". 

 

There is growing evidence that dingoes play an important ecological role by helping 
regulate ecosystems and influencing populations of other species. Their presence 
can contribute to healthier, more balanced environments, and this role should be 
recognised in future management policies. 

 

I am also concerned about the welfare implications of lethal control methods, 
particularly the use of 1080 poison. These methods have the potential to cause 
prolonged suffering and can disrupt the social structure of dingo family groups. 
Where management is genuinely required, non-lethal approaches should be 
prioritised wherever they are practical and effective. 

 

I also encourage the committee to recognise the deep cultural significance of 
dingoes to many Aboriginal peoples. Traditional ecological knowledge should play 
a meaningful role in future conservation and management decisions. 

 

Finally, I believe greater transparency is needed around dingo management in NSW. 
The public should have access to clear information about why lethal control is 
undertaken, how decisions are made, what evidence supports those decisions and 
how outcomes are monitored. 

 

I respectfully ask the committee to recommend reforms that: 

- recognise dingoes as a native species deserving protection within national parks; 

- prioritise conservation of ecologically important dingo populations; 

- reduce reliance on lethal control, particularly 1080 poisoning; 

- increase the use of evidence-based, non-lethal management where appropriate; 

- strengthen transparency, monitoring and independent scientific oversight; and 

- ensure First Nations knowledge and leadership are incorporated into future dingo 
management. 



 

Thank you for considering my submission. 


