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As a taxpaying citizen | am very concerned about the ,management’ of dingoes and
other wildlife. | demand that you consider this:

a) the genetic status of dingoes, the distinction between dingoes and dogs and recent
research into the genetic profile of NSW dingoes :

. Current dingo management policies are largely based on outdated genetic
research using only 23 genetic markers. Contemporary studies now use up to 195,000
markers and indicate that overwhelmingly, Australia’s wild-living canids are dingoes,
with hybridisation relatively uncommon in stable, undisturbed populations. In New
South Wales, more than three-quarters of sampled wild canids showed over 93%
contemporary dingo ancestry.

J Research indicates that lethal control methods such as poisoning, trapping and
shooting can disrupt stable dingo pack structures, increasing social instability and the
likelihood of interbreeding with domestic dogs. Modern conservation science
increasingly recognises that ecological function - including the role of dingoes as apex
predators - is an important consideration alongside genetics when assessing wildlife
populations.

J Dingoes differ from domestic dogs in several important ways, including their
ecological role, social structure, breeding patterns, and behaviour. Australia does not
have an established continent-wide population of feral domestic dogs living
independently across ecosystems, and it is now widely understood that the wild canids
occupying these landscapes are dingoes performing important ecological functions.

b) the legislative, regulatory and policy frameworks governing the management of
dingoes in New South Wales in national parks

. In New South Wales, the term “ ”is an umbrella term used to collectively
refer to dingoes, domestic dogs and hybrids. There is no distinction between roaming or
stray dogs and dingoes under current legislation.

. Dingoes are the only native mammal specifically exempt from protections under

the , allowing lethal control across National Parks.

. Dingoes (under the term ‘wild dog’) are classified as priority pest animals under
developed by Local Land Services.

. The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service dingo (‘wild-dog’) control

on public conservation land in order to meet its ‘General Biosecurity Duty’ under the
to manage pest animals, and align with the priorities set out in the

New South Wales Wild Dog Management Strategy.

o Information obtained under the Government Information (Public Access) Act

2009 revealed that more than 1.5 million 1080 poison baits targeting dingoes were


https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/pest-animals-and-weeds/pest-animals/wild-dogs
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2016-063
https://www.nsw.gov.au/departments-and-agencies/local-land-services/resource-library/regional-strategic-pest-animal-management-plans
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-policies/wild-dogs
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2015-024

deployed by New South Wales Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) between 2020 and
2025.

. Current policy settings continue to manage dingoes within broad pest
management frameworks despite contemporary ecological and genetic research
recognising dingoes as an ecologically important native species.

c) the ecological role of dingoes in National Parks

. Dingoes are Australia’s only native canid and are recognised as an important apex
predator and keystone species.

. Dingoes populations of kangaroos and wallabies, reducing grazing
pressure on landscapes.

o Dingoes , reducing pressure on vegetation.

J Dingoes , and in some cases eradicate, foxes through territorial
competition and predation easing pressure on smaller native wildlife.

. Dingoes introduced cats through territorial competition and predation
easing pressure on smaller native wildlife.

. suggests that stable dingo populations may suppress fox populations
more effectively than poison baiting programs alone.

. Dingoes also contribute to the of pigs, reducing pressure on
landscapes.

J The presence of dingoes influences the behaviour and movement of herbivores
and other animals, reducing pressure on vegetation communities.

. The of apex predators can destabilise ecosystems, contributing to

vegetation decline, habitat degradation and increased pressure on threatened species.
d) the cultural significance of dingoes for First Nations communities

J Dingoes hold deep cultural significance for many Cultural Custodians across New
South Wales and the wider continent.

J Dingoes are connected to stories, dance, art, lore, kinship systems and cultural
responsibilities to Country.

. Many Cultural Custodians consider dingoes to be protectors, teachers and part of
healthy Country.

. The 2023 First Nations Dingo Forum brought together 100 Traditional Owners
from 20 nations across Australia and led to the development of the National First
Nations Dingo Declaration.

. The declaration calls for a new approach centred around “Caring for Dingoes on
Country” and greater involvement of Cultural Custodians in dingo management.


https://connectsci.au/rj/article/44/3/129/73350/Can-dingoes-increase-graziers-profits-and-help
https://connectsci.au/rj/article/44/3/129/73350/Can-dingoes-increase-graziers-profits-and-help
https://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms15469
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10021-019-00360-2
https://connectsci.au/am/article-abstract/44/3/387/36194/Dingoes-have-greater-suppressive-effect-on-fox?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://connectsci.au/rj/article/44/3/129/73350/Can-dingoes-increase-graziers-profits-and-help
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10980-021-01206-w

. show that Cultural Custodians buried
companion dingoes, with evidence that these animals were given intentional burials
consistent with ancestral or ceremonial practices.

e) the impact of current government policies and programs for the management of
dingoes in National Parks

J Current management programs relies on lethal control methods including 1080
poison baiting, trapping and shooting.

. Lethal control can disrupt stable dingo family groups and pack structures.

J Disruption of dingo family structures may increase the likelihood of dingoes
breeding with domestic dogs.

. Removal of dingoes causes tropic cascade.

. Removal of dingoes from ecosystems leads to increases in introduced predators
and herbivore pressure.

. Trapping of dingoes raises serious welfare concerns for the time the animal
remains in the trap, unable to access food, water or shelter.

. Current management programs do not adequately reflect contemporary
ecological science or cultural perspectives relating to dingoes.

J Current management of dingoes in National Parks is largely focused on
agricultural protection not biodiversity outcomes.

J No funding is allocated for research and development into non-lethal coexistence
strategies for agricultural properties neighbouring National Parks.

. Many Cultural Custodians report feeling excluded from decisions relating to dingo

management on their Country.

Dingoes should be seen as the native apex Predators they are, not as ,wild dogs’. In
general: the NSW Government is on its way to extinguish more wildlife than ever.
Kangaroos are shot from helicopters, even Koalas are killed. Not to speak of all the
,Development’ that reduces their habitats to Zero and destroys more land than all
animals (native ir non-native) living in Australia combined. Australia is now known as the
country with the most endangered animals on the planet. And we really hoped the new
Administration would hold their promises on saving biodiversity and fighting against
climate Change. | am really angry and feel absolutely betrayed.

Andrew Marx
Sydney


https://www.sydney.edu.au/news-opinion/news/2023/10/23/archaeologists--barkindji-custodians-excavate-dingo-burial.html

