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support these recommendations: 
 
An end to dingo killing within New South Wales National Parks to protect the ecological function of 
dingoes and support biodiversity conservation. 
 
Greater involvement of Cultural Custodians in decision-making and place-based management 
regarding dingoes in National Parks to ensure the cultural significance of dingoes is reflected in 
legislation and management. 
 
Financial support and extension services for landholders surrounding National Parks to implement 
non-lethal coexistence strategies, ensuring their interests are protected and dingoes can be 
maintained in the environment. 
 
Current dingo management policies are largely based on outdated genetic research using only 23 
genetic markers. Contemporary studies now use up to 195,000 markers and indicate that 
overwhelmingly, Australia’s wild-living canids are dingoes, with hybridisation relatively uncommon in 
stable, undisturbed populations. In New South Wales, more than three-quarters of sampled wild 
canids showed over 93% contemporary dingo ancestry. 
 
Research indicates that lethal control methods such as poisoning, trapping and shooting can disrupt 
stable dingo pack structures, increasing social instability and the likelihood of interbreeding with 
domestic dogs. Modern conservation science increasingly recognises that ecological function - 
including the role of dingoes as apex predators - is an important consideration alongside genetics when 
assessing wildlife populations. 
 
Dingoes differ from domestic dogs in several important ways, including their ecological role, social 
structure, breeding patterns, and behaviour. Australia does not have an established continent-wide 
population of feral domestic dogs living independently across ecosystems, and it is now widely 
understood that the wild canids occupying these landscapes are dingoes performing important 
ecological functions. 


